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Author’s Foreword
The Gnostic Gospel of Christ is a work of historical fiction, based on the teachings of Jesus of Nazareth as recorded in both Gnostic and Canonical gospels of the New Testament.

The title ‘Gnostic Gospel’ does not reflect the author’s belief that either Jesus or his first disciple Andrew believed in Gnosticism.  Instead, I have quoted from the earliest writings of the so called Gnostics (religious scholars and ancient historians never agree on exactly ‘who’ or ‘what’ they were) to shed a fascinating light on the foundations of earliest Christian thought (or Judeo-Christian thought).  

The novel explores these seminal thoughts in a dialogue format between Jesus and his first disciple Andrew by asking two questions:

   1.What teachings of the pre-Church Jesus are required for Andrew to abandon his fishing boat and ‘minister to the lost sheep of Israel.’? 
   2. What motivates a poor fisherman to cast everything aside to follow an unknown itinerant rabbi with no following and an uncertain ministry? 

For today’s Christians with 20/20 vision Andrew’s quick decision to become his first disciple was a no brainer.  

But Suppose 2000 years ago a subsistence economy imposes a daily struggles to feed wife and children on the few fish that keep them from the threat of either hunger or starvation. All evidence points to harsh and precarious living conditions in rural Judea with an economy in perpetual crises mode.  

Whatever the economic circumstances, a strict reading of the traditional Gospels would have Andrew immediately dropping his nets after hearing the first few words form Jesus, “follow me and I will make you fishers of men.” 

Or perhaps he would have been more like me, a doubting Thomas, full of doubts, questions, and hesitations, unable to reconcile an all powerful God and a chaotic world beset by constant violence, pain, and suffering.  So the author assumes the role of Andrew, a present day alter ego, who requires a much more intimate, close, and personal teaching than otherwise found in NT writings. 

- John Ahrens

  Santa Cruz, CA
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I.  Letter to Thomas
To:  Didymos Judas Thomas

From:  Andrew, First Disciple of Christ

Thomas, as you requested, please find enclosed the testimony of Andrew, first disciple of Jesus of Nazareth, Son of God.  I do this in honor of your earliest gospel, the Gospel of Thomas.

This is my testimony before his full public ministry, before his crucifixion, and before the miracle of resurrection. Although I was the first to consider him a Messiah, even then I did not understand his true mission or his real identity.  Back in those days, he referred to himself as Son of Man and quoted from a great prophet, ‘”Stand up, Son of Man”, said a voice. “I want to speak to you.”  The Spirit came into me and spoke to me, I listened carefully to his words”’1 . 

Your Gospel states, “whoever finds the interpretation of these sayings will not experience death.”  In that same spirit I also entrust my own gospel to you, the Gospel of Andrew, first disciple of Jesus Christ Son of Man, covering the time just after the proclamation at the synagogue of Nazareth:  ‘The spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind.’2  

I would never have become his first disciple, nor written this gospel, if not for John.  Not John the Baptist, but John the Revelator, John the Evangelist, another living witness to our Lord Jesus Christ.  John will be speaking of me in his own gospel when he refers to me as the first of the twelve among the disciples.  This testimony I submit to you is a record of how I came to understand His True Prophesy and Mission. 

Give my love to your fellow worker John.  Other brothers and sisters in His service send their greetings to you:  James, son of Zebedee, Gaius, Demas, Luke and Epaphroditus, and all others living in the household of Trophimus.   The Grace and Spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you and all Disciples at Qumran.

Signed by my own hand

- Andrew, First Disciple of Christ

1  Eze 2:1 – 2

2  Luke 4:18

1 Righteousness
My Testimony begins with the introduction of Jesus to the Essenic community at Qumran, a monastic order of sectarian and dissident Jews located in the mountainous area Northwest of the Red Sea.   Jesus was accompanied by John the Baptist and his disciples, all dressed in the simple garb of the Essenes: white robe, rope, and sandals.   The Baptist said to the chief Patriarch of the Essenes, “He is my cousin and a man of God. We can trust him. He is one destined to lead us to victory over Rome.”  

The Patriarch, also called the Teacher of Righteousness, welcomed Jesus and the Baptist as the fulfillment of the prophesy of the two Messiahs, one from Aaron and the second from Israel.1  The first was to be the spiritual Messiah from the line of the Aaronic priesthood.  The second was a warrior Messiah to lead an armed resistance to liberate the Holy Land from Roman occupation.
According to the Essenic warrior monks at Qumran, their sacred War Scrolls insured God’s Prophesy of Rome’s defeat and the emergence of a new Davidic dynasty.  The scrolls told of 10,000 holy warriors linked to a passage in Zephaniah: ‘Near is the great day of the Lord.  Near and coming very quickly; Listen, the day of the Lord! In it the warrior cries out bitterly.  A day of wrath is that day.  A day of trouble and distress, A day of destruction and desolation, A day of darkness and gloom, a day of trumpet and battle cry!’2 

After his arrival at Qumran, I asked Jesus, “The Baptists say you are to be a warrior Messiah to lead us over our enemies. Why do you condemn the Sanhedrin, the Sadducees, and Pharisees, but not the Romans?” 

The Son of Man replied, “Because our religious leaders make a show of loyalty and compassion for our own people while turning a blind eye to the Romans and Herod Antipas. At least Rome is free of such hypocrisy.”

Andrew: “But are you ready to lead the war for liberation over our occupiers?” 

Son of Man: “You trace your present grievances to the Romans.  Moses was the first to prophesy Israel’s eternal struggles between war and peace and it continues to this day.  Israel’s real struggles began with Adam’s expulsion from the Garden and will not end with the defeat of the Romans.  It will end when My Word becomes known.”

Andrew:  “We already know the Word. Moses was the first man to use the revealed Word of God to free us from Egyptian bondage.  His books of the Law, our Torah, are the basis for final victory over all our enemies.”  

Son of Man:  “Despite the laws, the spirit of Adam’s disobedience continues to rule the hearts of man.”

Andrew: “Such disobedience is of no concern when I meditate on the Law of the Lord.  Now we know that obedience, trustworthy behavior, and social justice is only possible within the Law.  His Laws are true and correct for both the individual and society. The Law of the Lord is perfect and restores my inner soul. His precepts are right, and His judgments are altogether righteous.”3 

Son of Man: “Meditation on the Laws momentarily stills the passions, but as soon as practice ceases, the fractious and rebellious mind recovers and returns to the roots of Adam’s disobedience.  Reading and meditating on scripture is no cure for the judgments on others as distant and foreign and not welcome in My Kingdom.  The human imagination is so untamed it is unable to embrace an ideal without simultaneously hating all other ideals. The result is a suspicious and judgmental mind that serves the death warrant to this world.”
Andrew: “We who treasure God’s Law issue no death warrants.”

Son of Man: “Than why does your erroneous thinking cause so much irritation and pain?  You would have it otherwise, but you are unable to reverse the course of your judgmental thoughts.”

Andrew:  “The Romans cause us irritation and pain, not our own minds.  Moses released Israel from Egyptian bondage and a new Messiah will do the same when the Romans meet the identical fate as Pharaoh.”

Son of Man:  “Because of your restrictive and exclusive laws, neither Moses nor Messiah will protect you from the Romans.  The natural law of jot for tittle is a curse, not a blessing.  This law is a woe unto the world because of offenses.  For offenses will come and woe to the man by whom the offense comes.4   The iron law of this world reduces the sons of Adam to slaves at the hands of nature…slaves to his desire for name and fame, to his work, to his achievements. As it is written, ‘thus I considered all my activities which my hands had done and the labor I had exerted, and behold all was vanity and striving after wind and there was no profit under the sun.’” 5 

Andrew:  “How do Laws lack fulfillment if handed down from God’s presence at Sinai?  Torah lays down the requirements for Holy Israel and God’s requirements for his chosen people. We are ruled through a brotherhood of Priests and Holy people, establishing God’s Kingdom on Earth.  Since we already live in His Kingdom, what remedy is necessary?”

Son of Man: “Your interpretation of Law is designed to constrain man’s erratic and unpredictable behavior; they include stipulations and restrictions on what to wear, what to eat, when to pray and sacrifice, how to bow and scrape.  Is it God who treasures these strict standards of morality carved in stone? Do they alter unpredictable human behavior when the Divine Worker imparts events raw and immediate with no intermediate priest to explain, judge, or summarize? The calculating minds of men interpret the written laws to conform to cultural habit, rules, and convention; to refashion the Word of God into webs of mystery, evasions, and lies. The highest law is to accept action as it unfolds and remain still whatever occurs.”  

Andrew: “So we are to do nothing.  We are to let the Romans rape and pillage the Holy Land?” 

Son of Man: “Mental surrender to His Single Will is the proper course.  Surrender to the immediate experience of unfolding events without corresponding judgments or calculations on either yourself or your offending counterpart.  Since both you and your enemy are of this world, you will do what is necessary to conform to your joint destiny. The Holy One has designed bodies and limbs for vigorous physical movement and exertion; but whether righteous or unrighteous, pure or impure, good or bad, are Mine to make, not yours. Stop the judgmental mind and remain still to perform your worldly duties with detached inner spirit.”

Andrew: “So you claim righteousness above that of the Word of God as handed down to Moses and his divinely ordained priesthood?”

Son of Man:  “Righteousness springs from within a man’s inner heart and cannot be defined or understood from selected words or phrases from your sacred books.  From the very beginning, My Kingdom shines internally regardless of codes, covenants, or promises.  The literal words can be interpreted from a book or memorized, but who needs indirect words when full knowledge of God is revealed in My Kingdom?  Although the law may temporarily blur the Kingdom, it remains as it is: absolute, untouched, eternal, even before the beginning of time.”

Andrew: “And what of the Laws in your Kingdom?”

Son of Man: “Laws come and go.  Righteousness comes and goes.  The Kingdom remains.”

Andrew:  “How are the laws temporary when we see the Eternal Sanctuary right before us? for as it is written ‘Let them construct a Sanctuary for Me, that I may dwell amongst them.’6 Since he never breaks His promises He now dwells amongst us for all time.”

Son of Man:  “Your reliance on outer senses deceives you when you look upon a Holy sanctuary as an inert block of acacia wood overlaid with gold.7   Now your anointed ones read from sacred texts, memorize scripture, genuflect, and repeat the words ‘Lord, Lord,’ but their hearts are still far from God.”

Andrew: “Our chief priest is the only one allowed into the Holy of Holies.”

Son of Man: “The Holy of Holies is not found within cloth tent or wooden tabernacle. It is not built or writ by human hands.  It is found within where no priest or intermediary makes entry.”

Andrew:  “The spirit of the Holy One inspires both our laws and scripture.” 

Son of Man:  “You claim knowledge of Him because He possesses certain outer attributes of name, place, and form.  Even then you cannot agree amongst yourselves when you argue the meaning and intention of different interpretations of God’s commands.  You even quarrel over his proper Name; He who is called YHWH is also called Jehovah, Elohim, or Adonai, or perhaps you object to Me calling Him My Father.  You certainly object when any other religion calls my Father by a different name or perhaps by using a different language.  I pay no attention to your naming conventions.  My Father has no patience for the correct interpretation of His Name to flow from the calculating minds of priests and scribes as they fumble and fidget over endless words and concepts.  How can these interpretations mean anything when your inner world of thoughts, feelings, emotions, even My own Kingdom, are entirely unknown to you?  Why search for God’s glories in acacia wood or tabernacle when you are ignorant of your inner being?  Such a person is ignorant of both Him and His Glories.”

Andrew:  “I have no inner Kingdom of yours within me.  I know my own mind better than you.”

Son of Man:  “It is a shame when you claim knowledge of the inner workings of mind. Have you ever taken the time to observe how it operates, its impulses, what it avoids, and how it gets what it wants?  You have never brought your thinking mind to the surface to observe its inherent mysteries and contradictions.”

Andrew:  “My inner mind is just fine.  I trust in God’s Word as the Torah. True righteousness comes from Torah for it proves the Lord our God created and blessed everything, including this world and the world to come.  All Israelites share in the world to come, as it is written ‘your people shall all be righteous, they shall inherit the land forever, the branch of my planting, the work of my hands, that I may be glorified.’”8 

Son of Man:  “Because we claim to be good Jews and follow all the laws does that insure righteousness judgment?  You believe you are a completely integrated people, with every thought and action harmonized and rational because you follow God’s covenants and laws. Covenants and laws require political organization for enforcement and the moment you call yourself Jews you create intolerance, even hatred, for everybody outside of your organization. Is Torah a force for righteousness when iron shackles bind you and limit your freedom to move forward?  How long does such righteousness last?”

Andrew:  “Until end of days.”

Son of Man:  “And after end of days?”

Andrew:  “The Lord our Father will usher in a new Heaven and new Earth. The Sons of Light will battle the Devil and his dark angels until all darkness is obliterated from the earth. The two future Messiahs from Aaron and Israel will be all conquering.”

Son of Man: “How can you know the two future Messiahs when you don’t know the present one?”

Andrew: “We will know them when the new heaven and earth arrives.”

Son of Man:  “What does it matter with the arrival of a new heaven and earth? Worldly minds remain as they are, unchanged and unhinged, always in a state of denial when God’s ordained reality contradicts cherished conventions and expectations.    In such a mind, what is found acceptable to you and your friends will always be a grievance to someone else; both are wrong since God’s Will prevails at all times and under all circumstances and has nothing to do with your resistance to unfolding events. What is the use of all generations from Adam to Moses if a true inner righteousness has become lost and misunderstood?” 

Andrew: “I do not know what you mean by an inner righteousness apart from God.  Righteousness is not something left to the inner whim or imagination of mere men.  God’s written word is very clear for He will judge the earth in Righteousness through the Laws, covenants, and statutes.9 The strength of our Lord loves justice; He has established equity; He has executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.”10
Son of Man: “No man is able to hold and obey all written laws and statutes.  At some point his worldly mind overtakes him.  In fact, the mind is always partially or wholly contradictory.  At different times and places your contradictory nature is always at work, even against your own people: Judah vs. Israel, Benjamin vs. Ephraim, brother vs. brother, son vs. father.  The Law automatically condemns you when we read a commandment “Honor your Father and Mother.” It is not possible to honor them when you do not love them.” 

Andrew:  “I love and honor my parents.”

Son of Man:  “Some of the time or all of the time?  You must confess that at times you have rebelled, even hated, one or both of your parents.  The selfish human mind is consumed with passions of anger, jealousies, exaggerations, and distortions.  Better never to have loved a parent if that love turns to hate.”

Andrew:  “Of course we have had family squabbles.  I am only human.”

Son of Man:   “Should you break even one law, you condemn the whole world in guilt, as it has been from the time of Adam’s banishment.  I assure you no generation is righteous, not even one; there is not one person with real understanding, there is no one who seeks for God; all the world has turned aside..11 All share in the guilt of Adam’s banishment.”
Andrew:  “Adam was not a lawbreaker because there were no laws to break.  God’s true blessings flowed to Abraham, the founder of Holy Israel.  All of our blessings come from the Holy One, ruler of heaven and earth.  The Lord chose our ancestors as the objects of his love.  And now he chooses us, the future generations of Abraham, above every other people of the earth, as is evident today.12 It is evident that all the nations of the world, even the mighty Romans, are inferior to His chosen people”.
Son of Man: “Are the Romans His blessing or His curse?  Who is to make the distinction if The Holy One stipulates His Will contains both blessing and curses for Abraham and his descendents.  As long as you and your followers continue to touch Adam’s forbidden fruit, those that remain on earth will see both.”

Andrew: “The Romans are a curse.”

Son of Man: “Or is it a blessing if God wills the oppression continues? The oppression remains despite your best efforts to alter events.  Or do you say His Divine Will is a curse itself?”  

Andrew: “How can the rapacious Romans be a blessing to Holy Israel?”

Son of Man: “As it is written, for a complete destruction, one that is decreed, the Lord God of hosts will execute judgment on the whole land, including the righteous and the unrighteous. He further says ‘once my indignation against you will be satiated, then my anger will be directed to their destruction.’13  In your ignorance, do not pray for something for which you have no understanding of the consequences.”

Andrew:  “Abraham’s blessings are for all generations.  Holy Israel is eternal. The forbidden fruit refers to Adam and his past transgressions and not to ours.”

Son of Man:  “You remain with Adam’s mind after the banishment.  He and Eve (along with the serpent) experienced death after exile from the Garden of Eden. After Adam’s fall, Abraham and all others also experienced death.  They project the past thought ‘because my body was born, therefore I was born’ and the future thought ‘because my body will die, therefore I will die.’  Both these thoughts demonstrate ignorance of you and your body.

Andrew: “I have a mother and I was certainly born.”

Son of Man: “Can you remember the exact time and nature of the person ‘who was born?’

Andrew: “No. I was not fully developed.  But neither were you.”

 Son of Man:  “You are never fully developed.  My development comes from eternal being to bear witness to my Father that I am one with Him.  Only the part that is broken from the whole comes into Being and then passes away from Being so you are never full developed and never fully here.  You are passing away from Being as I speak to you.  Only I have Eternal Being.”

Andrew: “Even before Abraham?”

Son of Man:  “Before Abraham was, I AM remains.14 The I AM is the same yesterday, and today, and forever.15  Heavens and Earths pass before me, but I remain. I was before the beginning with God. Through Me, He created everything there is, including you and all others that stand before Me.  You, your world, and all others are within Me and Nothing exists that the Son does not make.  Life itself is in Me, and by this life I give light to the world.16   Just as I give light to you by sending for you, so you give light to this world by sending for Me. Without this experience you and your separate worlds are meaningless.” 

Andrew:  “I am already God’s creation.  He did not create me by you sending for me.” 17 

Son of Man:  “Through Me you live, breathe, and have your being.”18 

Andrew:  “You are not the creator of my life.  My life is a solid fact and is not dependent on anyone else but God.”  

Son of Man: “If I do not acknowledge your existence in my inner mind, where else would you make your appearance? It is evident My Father has sent for you so I must honor My Father’s perception.  Otherwise what makes you known to Me?”

Andrew: “Other observers say I exist when you are absent. I trust their word, not yours or your father.”

Son of Man:  “The I AM hears and sees all things and is never absent from anywhere. Though Me, you and all other living beings are created and make their appearance. As my Father has sent for me, so I have sent for you.19   Only after you are sent for am I allowed to acknowledge the appearance of you and your world.  Now that you are sent and received by Me, you have the choice to remain in this world or to cross over to My Heavenly Kingdom.  I have this power, and no other.  There is no other who lives and breathes without Me.”
Andrew: “My lungs certainly don’t need you to draw breath.”

Son of Man:  “Your lungs don’t need you either.  You breathe despite yourself.  You also digest, perspire, and grow your hair without thinking about it.  It demonstrates the power of My Heavenly Father, and has nothing to do with you or your body.  Men think they have power over mind and body, but they are sadly mistaken.”

Andrew: “I have power over my own thoughts.”

Son of Man: “You do not choose your thoughts before they manifest in the brain. Similarly, you cannot make yourself think pleasant or righteous thoughts before the breath is exhaled out of your mouth in the form of words.  As it is now, you are not aware your minds are forever restless, worried, and diseased.” 

Andrew:  “Clear thinking and instructive speaking does not happen by itself.   Our proverbs declare that from the fruit of a man’s mouth he garners the good, and the one who guards his mouth saves his life.”

Son of Man:  “No difference between thinking mind and body.  Both arise together and exist in the imagination only.  As a Talmudic scholar you should know that the first step to sin is ones own thought, where an imaginary web of lies, self deception, and fantasy destroy any hopes of true Righteousness. An even greater affront is to think of yourself as a diseased and agitated mind living inside a corrupt body.   Let body and mind take care of themselves while you seek My Righteousness.”

Andrew: “You seem to speak of only one man’s righteousness.  Our belief is much more universal.  God’s righteousness is for the entire community of Israel, even for the world, and not just for one individual.” 

Son of Man:  “I AM20 is not one individual.”

Andrew:  “You speak of yourself only when you say I AM. What about the rest of the community of Israel?”

Son of Man; “I also speak of a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people, who bring forth praises from the dark night into the eternal light of His Holy One.21  The I AM is the inner light, the whole light, that unifies the one to the many and the many to come.  The I AM is also the WE ARE.”

Andrew: “What do you mean by the WE ARE?”

Son of Man:  “In my Kingdom the King shall say ‘Come all of you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.  For I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat; I was thirsty and you gave me drink; I was naked and you 
clothed me.’22 Truly, I tell you Andrew, he who has seen Me in the hunger and distress of this world finds that I and I alone have become the universe and all its living beings.” 

Andrew:  “If there exists such a blessing of universal light, the WE ARE cannot include our enemies such as the Romans. We must condemn them.”

Son of Man: “Which enemies do you speak of?  Inner or outer?”

Andrew: “Rome is the enemy of our people.”

Son of Man: “And what of your internal enemies?”

Andrew:  “Inner purity is God’s eternal promise given to the sons of Abraham. For the Lord said ‘I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great; and so you shall be a blessing; and I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse.  And in you, all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’”23  As it it written, our inner purity is assured while the outer enemies have been cursed.

Son of Man:  “If the Romans have already been cursed than your proper action is to remain in the Lord and wait patiently for His resolution. Remain still and do not fret if the unrighteous seem to prosper in their way.”24 

Andrew:  “It is by the righteous sword of Jacob that the Essenes shall be rid of the Romans. It has been prophesized in our War Scrolls, ‘His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clear His threshing floor;  

and He will gather His wheat into the barn, but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.’25  Rome shall become chaff before the holy fire of the Essenic nation.”

Son of Man: “The Essenes should expect no help from Jacob. Jacob is a house splintered beyond repair.

Andrew: “Jacob will rally behind the Essenes”

Son of Man: “Neither you nor Jacob will disarm or defeat the Romans.  Another power is the true victor.  As it is written ‘Thou with Thine own hand did drive out the nations; for by their own sword they did not possess the land; nor their own arm did not save them.  It was by Thy right hand and Thine arm’” 26 

Andrew: “We the instruments for His Divine Will.”

Son of Man:  “What Divine promises or covenants hold any power for an ignorant people that follow selfish and irrational ways?  The selfish desires of the nation read like a mystery novel without ending, one plot follows another in endless sequence, the soothsayers asking the simple question “what’s the outcome of the next plot?” and thus gazing into crystal balls for answers.  But unpredictable events continue to evolve along unseen tracks and the plot never gets resolved.  The Forbidden fruit of self centered thought and action defiles all men of Israel.”  

Andrew:  “We are not defiled.  We are God’s chosen people for as it is written ‘For you are a holy people to the Lord your God; and the Lord has chosen you to be a people for His own possession out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.’” 27 
Son of Man:  “Despite the laws, your actions and words continue to defile the inner heart.   Scripture shows man’s inner nature immune from God’s timeless pleadings and commandments. Listen to the Lord’s message to His people defiling the holy land:   ‘Hear, O heavens! Listen O earth!  Even the animals….the donkey and the ox…know their owner and appreciate his care, but not my people Israel.  No matter what I do for them, they still do not understand.’” 28
Andrew:  “Our hearts remain steadfast with God’s promises given to our Father Abraham.  For God said ‘I Am God Almighty; walk before Me and be blameless.  And I will establish My covenant between Me and you; And I will multiply you exceedingly.’” 29
Son of Man:  “You do not walk in His ways.  You stumble when your impure heart proclaims ‘Abraham was only one man, and yet he gained possession of the entire land!  We are many; surely the eternal land should be given to us as a possession!’ Now listen to this message from My Father: ‘You eat meat with blood in it, you worship idols, and you murder the innocent.  Do you really think the land should be yours?  If you are murderers, idolaters, adulterers, should the land belong to you?’” 30
Andrew: “God knows his chosen ones are not murderers and idolaters.  He blesses Israel with the abundance from the Holy land.  The land is an eternal inheritance for His Righteous people.”  
Son of Man:  “Who are you to have God judge between the righteous and unrighteous?   Must we call on God to punish a single evildoer when your one sin condemns the whole world?  For as it is written ‘The wicked conceive evil; they are pregnant with trouble and give birth to lies.  They dig a pit to trap others, and then fall into it themselves.  They make trouble and it backfires on their heads.  Their violence falls on their own heads.’31 You should not condemn those who fall into the trap of their own ignorance. It is 

you who are truly ignorant.  Leave your idea of self-righteousness aside and search for true forgiveness.”

Andrew:  “Forgive who?”

Son of Man:  “Your guilty blamelessness.  Begin with the unrighteous logs in your own eyes.  How can you forgive the blockage of your own transgressions when you wont forgive the others? ”

Andrew:  “I am not a transgressor. As it is written ‘The transgressors shall be destroyed together; the end of the wicked shall be cut off.  But the salvation of the righteous is of the Lord; he is their strength in time of trouble.’” 32
Son of Man:  “If the Lord already punishes the wicked, why add further condemnation to their woes?  Why judge the wicked when you are already a rule breaker?  Look to your own unrighteousness when you condemn others as less righteous than you.”
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2  Forbidden Fruit

After spending a month at Qumran, a sense of mystery, even suspicion, seemed to follow Jesus everywhere he went.  Many Essenes approached the Baptist and asked, ‘Why does Jesus call himself Son of Man and not the second Messiah to come?’ Or ‘Is he the first Messiah and you the second?’ or ‘Why does he bear no hatred for the Romans?’ 

I insisted Jesus clarify who he was, “Is the Baptist correct when he says you are to be one of the two expected Messiahs from Aaron and Israel?”

The Son of Man said, “I am not one of the two you are expecting since The Son of Man has no care for naming conventions, titles, or tribal genealogy.  It only results in endless arguments and bickering.”

I replied, “The two Messiahs will resolve these disagreements.”

He shrugged his shoulders and said, “Than they will disagree among themselves and such disagreements serve no purpose.  Tracking genealogies from either Aaron or Israel are meaningless since flesh and bone cannot inherit My inner Kingdom. All Israel suffers from the outer mind of Adam. ” 

Andrew: “We trace our lineage from the real man Abraham and not mythical accounts of Adam and his banishment from paradise.  These were facts on the ground from Abraham to King David that built the nation of Israel and had nothing to do with the first chapters of Genesis.” 

Son of Man: “Sinful hearts arise from the taste of forbidden fruit.  You and the people of Israel continue to eat and digest the fruit with no mind for the consequences.  Adam has died, but the digestion continues.”

Andrew: “What exactly is the fruit that survives Adam?”

Son of Man:  “The fruit of worldly thoughts and desires.  It is a mind continuously seeking an ounce of pleasure, but instead receives pounds of pain; it descends to morbid depths, only to rise up again for another cycle of sensual lust and animal gratification.  How many times need this go on, this rising, then falling, this constant movement to something or someone bigger and better?” 

Andrew: “I do not seek something bigger or better other than God’s righteousness.”

Son of Man: “You certainly seek earthly powers and pleasures when you condemn others that enjoy them. It is another form of selfishness. The desire for such selfish pleasures is certainly more poisonous than the possession itself.

Andrew:  “So I shall rid myself of these selfish desires.”

Son of Man:  “Without Me, Adam’s desires remains as they are, always promising outcomes that never come true; never arriving at a final fulfillment or a state of perfection, insight, or realization. The cycle is reinforced as other intractable desires spring spontaneously from the seminal root.”

Andrew: “You speak of Adam’s trespass in the Garden of Eden, before God’s blessing of Abraham.  Do you presume to travel to the past and forgive the sins of Adam to set things aright?  Why do we need your forgiveness when God’s original blessing to Abraham stands for all generations?”

Son of Man:  “Why forgive Adam when Adam himself stepped behind iron bars, locked himself in, and threw away the keys?  He need only bend down, pick up the keys and unlatch the gate.  Adam is no different from Abraham, and Abraham no different than Moses.”  

Andrew:  “How are they all the same? These were different men at different times in history.”

Son of Man:  “Generations come and go.  History comes and goes.  What remains is the sin of Adam eating from the tree of knowledge, the true birth of an existence filled with contradiction and pain.  Once knowledge was acquired, Adam desires eternal life but discovers death, wants peace but settles for war, loves his family but watches his children pillage and loot. Your question shows that you have become like the offshoot Essenes, for they love the tree but hate its fruit, or they love the fruit but hate the tree.1  The ordinary mind of man is so weak it finds it easy to hate, or so weak it cannot love one without hating another. The Essenes are no different from other religious organizations unable to love their identity without simultaneously hating every other identity.”  

Andrew: “ We are not offshoots. The Essenic mission is to restore Israel to the true path of righteousness.  Judah and the Sanhedrin are the backsliders.”

Son of Man: “All Israel believes in the existence of God and all repeat the Shema to affirm His one Universal power.  Yet this ideal is no cure for the plague of doctrines and laws that spread among you like wildfire.  

Each sect prays against the other in the following ways ‘Give us our righteousness since the others do not lead their lives according to our rules, our patterns of conduct, our point of view’ or ‘Our priests certainly wear thicker phylacteries and longer sashes.’ The priests wear the medallions with the words ‘Set Apart As Holy for the Lord’ yet they would be set apart from their very own kinsmen rather than speak one harmful word against the Romans.  Such priests think, ‘In return for our earnest prayers that Lord will respond with something to benefit only the true believers!’ What is this but mere bargain hunting when all others have true beliefs perhaps as valid as theirs! Or do you make the claim that others affirm their own beliefs as false!”

Andrew:  “It is not bargain hunting.  We pray to remind God of his blessings for an eternal inheritance.”

Son of Man:   “You are bargain hunting again when you do not acknowledge your fellow man in your prayers.   Benjamites, Zadokites, Saducees, Pharisees, Nazarenes, Boethusians all participate in these misdirected prayers.  They speak with a divided mind when they say blessings can be earned or achieved at the expense of someone else, even the Romans or the Herodians.  Their successes are always linked to another’s failure.” 

Andrew:  “Worldly success is a mark of God’s favor.”

Son of Man:  “A friend of the world is no friend of God’s.2   A man is a slave to a wayward and divided mind; he is envious and cannot obtain.  He fights and quarrels and does not have because he does not ask.  You ask but do not receive because you ask for the wrong motives.3 Even if you throw off the Roman yoke, you remain slaves to the world.”

Andrew:  “I am not a slave.  As God gives us wisdom and free will, I willingly obey God’s laws.”

Son of Man: “You are slaves to the forbidden fruit of hidden desires and passions, embedded into bone at the very core of your being.  They all share the common bond of blocking deeper experience.”

Andrew:   “I am far more than simple desires.”

Son of Man:  “Your inner nature takes shape from desire. Inquire deeply into your own hidden nature and carefully explore your thoughts, feelings, and motivations and bring them up to the clear light of investigation.” 
Andrew:  “What will I find in my hidden desires?”

Son of Man:  “A divided mind with hidden desires such as: ‘desiring to know good from evil.’4  But the root desire (which the laws do not touch) is ‘I desire this’ or ‘I desire that.’  It is an unstable mind with the wrong ‘I’ constantly searching but never finding, always hearing but never understanding, never still and never at peace.  You will find desires have separated the world outside your body from My inner Kingdom and such opposition is the real source of your fears and hatreds.  Separate parts of your body will be a source of frustration when your eye says to the hand ‘I do not need you’ or again your head says to the feet ‘I have no need of you,’5 The different parts of your body, including your divided mind, are constantly at war with one another.”6 
Andrew:  “My body serves me well. What does this have to do with the correct ‘I”?
Son of Man:  “The Kingdom shines alone without limiting desires and experiences such as ‘I am this’ or ‘I am that.’  Your analytical and calculating mind is in opposition to nature, quick to tackle life’s endless mysteries and contradictions and achieve final rationalization in a seemingly uncaring and ignorant universe.  If you perceive these mental abstractions for what they are, you will quickly conclude that your real identity is not bound or bonded to repetitive external perceptions or desires.  The correct desire is to drop all desires with an ‘I’ in front of them and remain still no matter the outward circumstances or experiences.  If you cannot drop them, then simply be the observer, the investigator, or the witness of these thoughts. Self awareness will dilute identification with outer desires, and true inner work can begin unhindered.

Andrew:   “Why should I desire anything when God blesses me with daily sustenance?  Is the simple desire to eat a sin?  The Holy One even blesses my food with his first covenant to our ancestor Noah: “Everything that lives and moves will be food for you, just as I gave you the green plants, I now give you everything.” 7   

Son of Man:  “Rotten food for the body is not the same as rotten food for the inner spirit.  Rotten food passes quickly from the body, but rotten thinking adheres with tremendous sticking power. The rotten thinking of forbidden fruit is the desire for self-justification and self-righteousness.  Your own righteousness is therefore leavened with the resistance and suspicion of others.   It proclaims ‘I am righteousness while others are not’ or ‘God has chosen my nation and race above all others.’ 

Andrew: “We are a chosen people set apart to serve the Holy One.”

Son of Man: “What knowledge gives you the certainty that your nation, or any other nation, is set apart while others are not?  Even the greatest of your prophets proclaim “I permit Myself to be sought by those who do not ask for me, I permit Myself to be found by those who do not seek me.  I said ‘Here I AM, here I AM’ to a nation which does not call My Name.’” 8  

Andrew:  “God has a plan even for the gentiles.  God has built a fence around the Torah for those Jews and gentiles who read and understand the written word of God.  Let the Gentiles also glory in Torah if they wish access to the truth.  We rest in the righteousness of Jacob and do not worry about the others.”

Son of Man:   “Does Jacob protect you form ignorance?  Adam ate from the tree of knowledge with the thought ‘now I know’.  Ignorant righteousness springs from the root of ‘I know’ or  ‘I know I’m right.’  From this root thought, the unpredictable ‘I’ sallies forth to pummel the unwary sinner with conflicting worries, fears, and discontents. Who builds righteousness on such rotten fruit?”    

Andrew:  “Every man must deal with his own worries.” 

Son of Man:  “The worst ‘I’ is not one of worry or fear.  The worst to be suffered is the ‘lustful I’ never at rest, never settled, constantly at war with itself.  Each one is tempted when, by his own desire, he is dragged away and enticed.  Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full grown, gives birth to death.”9
Andrew:  “I am not dead. Both of us are very much alive and talking with each other.  Those that have truly departed this life have been gathered with our fathers to eternal rest with the Holy One.”

Son of Man:  “You confuse the living with the dead.  The dead are not alive, and the living will not die.  During the days when you ate the dead fruit, you made a body come alive. When you finally arrived at the light, you become confused.  You are confused because on the day when you were one, you became two.  When you left Eden you became two, and now what will you do? 10   Your way back is blocked by the Chreubim, armed with flashing swords, guarding the gates to the tree of life.” 11
Andrew:  “I am not two, but one.  I am one human being, with one mind and one heart.  Although I am one man I know many foes rise up against me.  But I know the Holy One is a shield around me, and when I cry aloud, he answers me from his Holy Hill.”12
Son of Man:  “Scripture also says ‘to the faithful you show yourself faithful, to the blameless you show yourself blameless, to the pure you show yourself pure’.  This divided generation is neither faithful, blameless, nor pure.” 13 

Andrew:  “We are faithful generation to preserve the living word of God for all generations to come. God’s truth is Torah.”

Son of Man: “Neither this generation nor any generation shall know truth unless the Son of Man gives of Himself.  I have sent for you yet you do not receive Me.”

Andrew: “God is the only one who gives righteousness.”

Son of Man: “The Son is the Living Witness of His Father.  I will give you what no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, what no hand has touched, what has not arisen in the human heart.14 In fact, I will give you what the mind cannot imagine.”

Andrew: “If there is no mind or thought to your offering than you give us nothing.”

Son of Man:  “No.  I give you everything I have because I come from the whole, granted to me by my Father from the creation of the World.  My Kingdom is whole and absolute; you and your shadow world are transient, divided and part of a part.  If you are filled with my light, one will be whole, but if one is divided, one is filled with shadow and darkness.15 If you are filled with darkness, how can one reach out to receive what I have to give?  Though you refuse to reach out, this light shines through the darkness, and your darkness can never extinguish it.”16 

Andrew:  “How can you give us this light when it is only God who gives such blessings?  The Lord says ‘for I know the plans that I have for you, plans for welfare and not for calamity, to give you a future and a hope.   All future and all hope and everything else are given by the Holy One.’” 17 

Son of Man:  “I cannot give of Myself unless my Father directs Me.  Apart from My Father, I give nothing and know nothing.  You are the greatest of Kings and Philosophers compared to me, for you have the power to know and do everything.  I am truly impoverished for I am none of these things.”

Andrew:  “Yet you claim to be the light of the world.”

Son of Man:  “There is light within a person of light that shines without beginning or ending, and it shines on the whole world.  By my mere presence the Kingdom shines on everything and allows creation to appear, even as you stand before Me.  If it does not shine, it creates darkness.” 18 

Andrew:  “How can you be certain of this Kingdom you speak of?”

Son of Man:  “If one knows the Holy Kingdom within, the eternal lamp obliterates darkness, and he who is blind ceases to be blind, and he who is afflicted is cured, and he who is dead finds new life.  True knowledge is the light of the world and requires no Holy of Holies.  A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid.  Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; it bathes the whole world in heavenly lights.  Let your light so shine that you may glorify your Father in Heaven.”19 

Andrew:  “How can God’s Light be located inside one man?”

Son of Man:  “Not one man.  The I AM is certainly the WE ARE.  The light creates and sustains existence for all men.”20 

Andrew:  “But all men are not fulfilled.”

Son of Man:  “They can be if they receive Me.  But I see those countless disconnected bodies moving about as shadowy reflections of the single I AM.   Dim reflections of the ‘I am a this’ or the ‘I am a that’ fill a life charged with pain and pleasure, strife and worry, full of mental and emotional suffering. Why choose the reflections and shadows when the True substance stands right before you?  Why know in part, when you soon shall be known fully, as the I AM is fully known.”21
Andrew:  “If fulfillment is available to all men, why does full knowledge of God’s righteousness remain unknown?”

Son of Man:  “Man’s search for fulfillment must begin within because the Kingdom of God is within, not without.  One approach to His Kingdom is turn inward and carefully observe each and every thought that flashes across the screen of your mind. Can the inward focus hold or examine a specific thought or experience?  If you find that not a single thought can be isolated or validated against any other thought, or verified independent of your imagination, than The Kingdom begins to open up for your direct experience.  You need not think or imagine the glories of a far away Kingdom that has dominated your dreams since childhood.  Why not drop the imagination and enjoy the direct and immediate experience of living in a new country.  You do not have far to go since the Kingdom is within.”

Andrew:  “If Kingdom is within, why is it not familiar and obvious?”  

Son of Man:  “The manifest things that can be known or desired with outer senses are snares for unwary men, confusing shapes and forms with the original light of the divine mind.  What is unseen and holy lies concealed within the hearts of men but points to your true identity.  It is spirit, it is eternal, and though seemingly enshrouded in the mists of a darkened mind, it is the true light.  It is one whole and absolute light while the rest of your imagination projects moving pictures and dreamscapes full of reflected light and shadows. What value are dreamscapes created in a fragmented and illusory imagination?”
Andrew:  “What is the origin of this true light within my mind if another part of me creates false dreamscapes?”

Son of man:  “No space for darkness exists when an eternal light shines forth that requires no moon, sun, or any other external source for its pure luminosity.  The source is from within and must be uncovered.   The true light might be compared to a City on a Hill.  This city has no need of sun or moon, for the Glory of God illuminates the city, and I, the Lamb, is its light.  This city’s gates never close for at the end of the day for there is no night.” 22 

Andrew:  “If I am to discover this inner light, than I must be able to observe it. An observer is required. A divided mind is formed when one part of my mind needs to observe the inner light of another.”

Son of Man:  “The witness mind makes over the haunted worldly mind when the inner light observes the outward mind of Adam.  The cleansing beams scrub free the inner mirror allowing the Kingdom to shine forth. Adam’s forbidden fruit ceases to be forbidden when fullness projects outer fullness. The final fulfillment embraces not only the inner fruit, but also the tree, roots, soil, and mother earth herself.” 

Andrew: “Which is the greatest impediments: my mind or my thoughts?”

Son of Man: ”Mind is thought. The major impediment is the imaginary mind with a little ‘me’ in the middle of it.  Hard work is required to rid the mind of this separate and fearful ‘me’.  It is so subtle yet it is a mighty obstruction.”
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3   Knowledge

The Patriarch of the Essenes, called the Teacher of Righteousness, remained one of Jesus’ ardent supporters.  The Teacher was amazed that after only a few months at Qumran, he seemed to know, or memorize, every word in the vast Essenic libraries of scriptural law and commentaries.  The Teacher was left wondering how Jesus had accessed this vast storehouse of wisdom, locked away inside caverns carved into the immense limestone cliffs overlooking Qumran.

He was so impressed with Jesus’ scriptural knowledge that he desired to appoint him a Senior Examiner, or keeper and interpreter of the Essenic Book of Enoch and the Book of Watchers.  Both books revealed God’s Final Judgment at end of days.  

The Teacher also asked Jesus to comment on the War Scrolls, which predicted the battle of the Sons of Light against the Sons of Darkness. The scrolls prophesized the end times and the coming of the two Messiahs.  They would render final judgment against all evil doers and re-establish the permanent rule of the Davidic Kings of Israel.

Jesus replied to the Teacher, “Any predicted date for their arrival is meaningless.  No one knows the time or the hour for such events.  If you or they wait for a sign, it will not be given, and the future will remain obscure to you.”

The Teacher replied, “I do not pretend to predict the future.  But scriptures still provide the basis for our knowledge of the Holy One and His plans for us.”

I agreed with the Teacher by saying, “Knowledge of Torah is full and complete knowledge.”

The Son of Man said, “Full knowledge must be fully digested, not merely recited or studied from crafted words in a book. Does God divide his Kingdom into chapter and verse so you can read with satisfied mind that says ‘now I have become great and increased more than all who preceded me in Jerusalem. My wisdom stands before me!”1 

I asked, “You must have done this reading yourself. You have memorized our Holy Words and recite from our Holy Texts.”

The Son of Man said, “Wisdom does not stand before me in written word. No scripture is necessary if His teaching fills my mouth.2 If His direct Words from My mouth fulfill Eternal Life, they are not knowledge quoted from your scriptures.”3 I have memorized nothing.

I said, “If not in your memory, than where does this digestion of Holy knowledge take place?”
The Son of Man concluded, “Full digestion only occurs from within My Kingdom, and not your calculating mind. Only knock on the doors within, and My Kingdom will open up for you.  Why seek for objects of the limited mind when Full Knowledge is within, fully present, intimate, and immediate.”

Andrew:  “Knowledge is based on study and contemplation.  Study of Torah  reveals our inner truth and light.”

Son of Man:  “In reality, contemplation and study requires naming and judging.  They may impart limited knowledge relative to facts and figures and apparent evidence of outer objects but why desire symbols of a temporary and passing nature?  They appear or disappear at their appointed time, and give vivid unreality to a worldly mind that focuses first on one thing then another.  The unfocused mind and the passing things of this world may reflect off the one substance but they are reflections and shadows only.”  

Andrew:  “Certainly an unknown substance can become known. That is the purpose of contemplation and study.”

Son of Man:  “If you do not know your own inner being, then outer knowing based on mind and memory is meaningless.  Outer knowledge is nothing but concepts, symbols, and theory borrowed from other theories, and only reflect temporary achievements imposed on a grid of ever changing reality.  Even the great theoretical achievements of the Babylonians and Assyrians reached a zenith, than experienced steady decline and eventual dissolution.  So called Eternal Rome will be no different. As the great sea supports both incoming and outgoing tides, so it is with the affairs of all great nations.  Nothing is permanent; centrifugal and centripetal forces are always at work, and all things eventually wear down or break apart. That is the worldly curse.”

Andrew:   “Learning and knowledge are blessings, not curses.  Knowledge imparts wisdom, patience, and tolerance.”

Son of Man:  “The mind of Adam is the principle of dissension and disunion, not tolerance.  Adam’s habit of naming and controlling remains the log in the eyes of this world.  Adam began with the first name ‘I’ by saying ‘I am a so and so’ and in endless analytical sequence begins naming and framing: ‘this is so and so and that is such and such.’  The root thought ‘I know’ begins with naming and ends with controlling.  Controlling is the mind’s habit of limiting, binding, and constricting God’s creation according to personal or cultural preferences.”

Andrew:  “Our will is imposed through our superior minds.  Nature is based on instinct and has no mind of her own.”

Son of Man: “You assume you have no instincts of your own?  Whether you are governed by free will or instincts, the single Will of God refuses to be limited by such mental constrictions or definitions.  Nature evolves on unseen heavenly tracks despite man’s feeble attempts to control or categorize her.  Come and look closely by validating whether these arbitrary lines of constriction exist or not by asking if they come to you and say they exist.  When you point to the intellectual assumptions of your mind, you are the one to describe the nature of their existence, not them.  They are all of human imagination only.”

Andrew:  “We are masters over nature and our superior mind gives us the control we seek.  It is not our imagination.   God said “Multiply and fill the earth and subdue it.  Be masters over the fish and birds and over all other animals.” 4 

Son of Man:  “How can the sons of Adam be master over anything outside themselves when they have not mastered anything within?  This inner mind is full of contradictions, gaps, even inconsistencies. It is also consumed with all manner of desires, lusts, and fears.  Man’s mind and his imagination are poor guides when judging external circumstances.” 

Andrew: “Who created these gaps?”

Son of Man:  “Your imagination.  It is all powerful and all encompassing when you confirm your mind as being separate from all others.  Who is to argue with you when you have created gaps, distances, and symbols where none really exist?  Drop the imagination and gaps begin to disappear.” 

Andrew:  “We do not imagine an existence apart by God.  Even birds of the air and beasts of the forests have been created by our Lord God.”  

Son of Man:  “Do these birds and animals come to you and say they exist or do you say they exist? They certainly exist as relative concepts or categories in your imagination.”   

Andrew: “They do exist for as it is written ‘God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air.  He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name.’5 God also named the promised land, but now the Romans ruin it for us.”

Son of Man:  “You confuse the mind of man with the Mind of God.  Naming and framing reflect a cultural habit of controlling a confined field of vision which cannot be found anywhere in nature, especially your perceptions of the past, present, and future.   You remember the time before the Romans when cultivating the land resulted in richer harvests, longer life, and warmer homes.   Even if such blessings return after a long absence, they will not arrive without unforeseen curses.  The Holy One says His blessings are not your blessings nor are His ways anything you could imagine.” 6 

Andrew:  “What we have named has real existence in this world.  It is not our imagination.”

Son of Man:  “How can a thing possibly exist except in your imagination with the thought ‘this thing or that thing is real?’ How can you objectify any single thing in your own mind when the whole universe is so interlocked that even a single blade of grass calls forth the whole universe as its witness?”

Andrew: “I see grass and I name it so. Adam also named many things before he ate the fruit.”

Son of Man:  “Naming is cultural convention only. The first sinful bite occurred when Adam named himself and created a separate ‘I’ by saying ‘I am a so and so’.  He continued the naming process by saying ‘this is a such and such’ chopping up bits and pieces of matter into independent objects including his own the flesh. After naming the flesh, he compounded the problem by locking himself into an animal body with all its passions, diseases, and decay.”  

Andrew:  “Naming things such as our own bodies in a logical way is not a sin.  All people must admit they have bodies otherwise how do we come into existence?” 

Son of Man:  “Existence is not predicated on illusory bodies. By naming himself and his wife Eve as distinct and sinful bodies, Adam created his own separation from God’s timeless paradise.  Since Adam’s definition of life centered on blood and bones, he tied God’s creation to a cycle of birth and death, pain and suffering, guilt and remorse.”  

Andrew:  “Who declared Adam guilty for naming his own body?”

Son of Man:  “He made his choice, created his own jail, and threw away the keys.  By naming his body Adam gave birth to sin.  Therefore, just as sin entered the world after the banishment, so death passed onto all men, for all share in the mind of Adam.7  Men believe in the imagination of death in a body as a final resting place for all.  Instead, I have come for the final destruction of this false imagination”

Andrew: “Adam was not the only one at fault since Eve contributed to his misfortune.  Adam says to God  “It is you who put the woman here.  She gave me the fruit from the tree, so I ate it.”8 Why did God warn Eve, and not Adam, to avoid the tree of knowledge in the middle of the Garden?9  Why should Adam pay the ultimate penalty of death for his wife’s failure?”

Son of Man:  “Anyone who argues with his Maker pays a stiff penalty, perhaps even destruction. Does an insentient clay pot argue with its maker saying ‘stop, you are judging me too harshly!’ And if the harsh judgment continues does the pot exclaim “how clumsy can you be!”10  

Andrew: “Adam never wanted to argue.  He wanted answers.”  

Son of Man:  “He wants answers to false questions.” 

Andrew:  “Only God can provide final answers. The life we share with God is with our minds so we must continually question, argue, and debate with him, otherwise what other means remain to draw closer to Him?  Our father Abraham never doubted God’s wisdom but knew that God welcomed such respectful debate.”  

Son of Man:  “As long as argument and doubt continues in the material mind, God’s Will remains hidden and inscrutable to mankind.   Adam’s search for answers is a vain attempt to emulate God, or be Godlike.  God exclaims ‘Look the man has now become like one of us, knowing good from evil.’11    

Andrew:  “How do we function in this world without naming things?”

Son of Man: “The human mind is so weak that when you name you pass silent judgment:  good or bad, welcome or unwelcome, righteous or unrighteous.   Naming and judging with discriminating mind and cultural prejudice distorts true perception.”

Andrew: “You claim to be the sole judge between righteousness and unrighteousness?”

Son of Man:  “I only judge what My Father gives me to judge.  In fact, there are no dividing lines between Father and Son because the Son has no mind or thoughts apart from His Father.”  

Andrew:  “I honor God by glorifying in His righteousness.  His Laws are very basic and simple to understand:  do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, and all other commandments of the sacred Torah.  The Laws are comprehensive since they cover man’s relationship to God and well as man’s relationship to his own kind.  Do you claim to be above the Law?”

Son of Man:  “How am I above the Law when I fulfill all?”  

Andrew:  “So you a mere man claim all righteousness?”

Son of Man:  “The relative righteousness you claim is not true righteousness.  I claim nothing and do nothing.  My Father does and says all things for Me.  You, on the other had, claim much more since you have knowledge to judge the righteous apart from the unrighteous, the good apart from the evil.”

Andrew:  “I claim righteousness through the Laws of the Holy One of Israel.”

Son of Man:  “By claiming righteousness for yourself and Israel, you invite unrighteousness. As it is written ‘The scepter of the wicked will not remain over the land allotted to the righteous, for then the righteous might in their turn do evil.’12   As the worldly scepter remains, how do the righteous resist Adam’s intractable sin?   No one is to be trusted.  Once in the world, Adam’s son proclaimed ‘I am a restless wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.’  The world is full of such wanderers.”

Andrew:  “Cain should be fearful.  He was a murderer.”

Son of Man:  “Cain is no different from other wandering men. The real murderer is the wandering mind. It is a mind that believes it is living for one moment but the next is obsessed with death. An obsession with future death is more deadly than any physical fact.” 

Andrew:  “But at end of days, both the quick and dead shall be brought before the Holy One and the transgressors judged accordingly.  It is also written “But as for those who turn aside to their crooked ways, the Lord will lead them away with the doers of iniquity.”13 I pray that my righteousness shall never stray from His Everlasting Righteousness.”

Son of Man:  “It makes little difference because your mind cannot distinguish the two.  Whether righteous or unrighteous, you are an unwilling instrument in his Hand because you cultivate worldly grievances and refuse to accept His Will as it is presented to your resentful eyes.  The Holy One says ‘his thoughts are never My thoughts.’14   

Andrew:  “The One Will Prevails no matter what you or anyone else says.  Perhaps you, and not I, are the unwilling instrument in His Hands.”

Son of Man:  “A judgmental mind is an unwilling one.”

Andrew:  “And what of your judgments?”

Son of Man:  “How can I have independent judgments when I have no mind apart from My Father?  You are the imaginary one, not I.”  

Andrew:  “You must possess an imagination.”

Son of Man:  “Not apart from My Father.”

Andrew:  “Your body is not in your imagination.”

Son of Man:  “Whether real or imagined, it matters not, for I have put to death the deeds of the body.” 15 

Andrew: “But you still live!”

Son of Man: “What you call living is simply death.”
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4   Mind

Jesus repeated with great urgency that the Kingdom was within, and not to be perceived or understood with outer senses of sight or touch or even thought. But if the Kingdom exists within us why would God choose to inhabit the body of another human being that suffers the pangs of hunger, thirst, aging, disease, and death? I failed to understand how the Holy One would make an abode within the natural corruption of the body.

Andrew: “Why would our Holy One descend into the pits of hell?”

Son of Man: “How is it possible to escape the pit and mire when the battle rages unabated within the heavenly realms?  I have allied myself with the archangels to throw out the great dragon, the serpent of old who is called the devil, who deceives the whole world.1 I will follow him down to earth, where he casts misery in the midst of plenty, sucks death from the treasure of life, and throws unwary ones into the hissing and seething cauldrons.  Now I ask of My Father to let His only Son descend to the depths to offer up His blood on the new Tree of Life. I will be an offering to the tabernacle before the Sun, which is like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber; I rejoice as a strong man to run his course, I rise from one end of the heavens to the other; nothing will be hidden from My Heat.”2 

Andrew: “If you speak of an imaginary battle in your inner kingdom. What of our real battle with the Romans?”

Son of Man: “What is your greatest fear, the Roman or the serpent?  Give your coat to the one you fear the most and let him be clothed with honor. For those that abuse you, yet will thou bless him; for him that strikes you on one side, turn on the other; for the piercing of one limb, offer up the other. In the midst of the locusts, you will know the time to open thy mouth and Lord thy God will give you the words for thy thoughts; for he that stands at the right hand of the oppressed shall be saved at the last day.”

Andrew: “So now you say the inner Kingdom is on the right hand of the oppressed; if it is within, is it on the right or the left hand side of the mind? Why is it so difficult to find this Kingdom?”

Son of Man: “Whatever place you conceive it to be, the Kingdom does not exist in your imagination.  No crossing is possible over an imaginary bridge located here.” (he pointed to my head)

Andrew: “The Shema is the most powerful prayer to bridge the difference between a disciple and the Holy One.”
Son of Man:  “When you pray in such a manner does it focus your mind on an inner identity or some outer object of worship? Do you know what you pray for when you kneel before a Holy Sanctuary or quote from a Book of verse?”  

Andrew:  “We know what we pray for.  We have independent minds and are responsible to God for our decisions and actions, even as we move ahead with plans to save the Holy Land.  He separates the wheat from the chaff, the righteous from the unrighteous, and each receives his due reward.”

Son of Man: “However much you think you know your own mind you cannot truly know the source of this wondrous mechanism or its relationship to the Holy One. Can you point to a single cause or reason for any one of your infinite thoughts or desires, or what the final results will be?   You may repeat ‘united Israel’ as an overriding desire but you overlook the infinite number of other factors that brought both you and Rome into existence at this particular time.  Claiming the secret source of your thoughts or desires covers you with the sin of Adam’s ignorance.  How can Adam or anyone else claim knowledge ‘outside himself’ when he doesn’t even know the thing or things ‘inside himself?’”  

Andrew:  “I know my thoughts come from within myself.  I was born, I have a mind, and I think my own thoughts.”

Son of Man: “You place great importance on outer body and mind. By assigning these manifestations with inner life, you invite death. I tell you do not be afraid of those who kill the body….and after that can do no more.  I will show you whom you should fear:  fear him who, after killing of the body, has power to throw you into hell.3   You miss the mark with self identification with the body; a mere jar of clay, which you consider a treasure.  If indeed they are treasures, this has nothing to do with you but displays the amazing power of My Father.4   Your true identity is not with the sinful body nor with an imaginary thought that you ‘have’ a body.  

You truly have no such thing unless you tell me a fairy tale you ‘live’ inside your body. When you think of yourself ‘living a life’ your demonstrate such a poor imagination.”

Andrew:  “Without my body I certainly will die.”

Son of Man:  “There exists only one life to live and that life is in Me. The body has no inner intelligence or knowledge nor is it the underlying source of any life. Although you disagree, it will be no great loss of life to lose something so constricted as the imaginary and transient body.  Whoever wishes to be a friend of the body is no friend of God’s. 5   Why not choose the eternal life I offer?  I have already sent for you, so why not receive Me?”  

Andrew:  “I need not choose between life in your imaginary kingdom and my real life.  I know in my real life this body will die but in the meantime I have a mind with thoughts that glorify God and Eternal Israel.”
Son of Man:  “You place great trust in your thinking mind.  If you knew your inner mind so well, you should be able to anticipate or control your thoughts before they exit your brain and make them conform to your wishes or desires.  The multiple and unpredictable story lines projected from your mind reveal a story of a fictional center or ego on a stage of your own making with no stable existence.”

Andrew:  “My body is a fact.  It is not a thought.”

Son of Man:  “What else is it?  Why waste even a single thought on a dead carcass?  Whoever has come to know the body has discovered a carcass, and whoever has discovered a carcass, of that person the world is not worthy.” 6 

Andrew:  “Now you say both body and the world are dead.  Yet both exist; they have substance and weight, and I can point to them as we speak.  Do you not see me standing before you?”

Son of Man:  “Who gives them meaning or relative existence except when you name them as something solid and separated from My Father’s Glory? All created things in God’s universe, even the oceans, flowing rivers, and lakes, you claim to be solid. Yet I have never seen a wave as you describe it.”  

Andrew:  “What I see is an objective existence.”

Son of Man:  “Where you see an objective existence I perceive a relative and limited concept conjured by the imagination.  You define a person living in a body, namely yourself, and then compound the error by having that body and other bodies moving about as independent entities in an imaginary world.  All these inner and outer divisions exist only in your imagination and create a painful separation between you and My inner Kingdom.”  

Andrew: “How can we function as individuals and contribute to great civilizations without naming and controlling things?  Look at the splendors of King Solomon: ‘King Solomon was greater in riches and wisdom than all the other kings of the earth.  The whole world sought audience with Solomon to hear the wisdom God had put in his heart.  Year after year, everyone who came brought a gift – articles of silver and gold, robes, weapons and spices, and horses and mules.’” 7 

Son of Man:  “No doubt naming and claiming results in temporary accumulation of worldly success and power.  Solomon’s lusting for gold and silver is nothing more than a repetition of Adam’s sin in gaining the world but losing something far more precious.   Do not follow Solomon’ example of exulting in adoration of Ashtoreth and Molech, the gods of temptation and greed.”8   

Andrew:  “Even though I am not a King I must be practical and use the names of conventional language in order to make myself understood.  How else do I feed and clothe myself or contribute to society?”
Son of Man:  “Of course you continue the habit of naming things in the conventional way but do not believe in them or mentally attach to them.  Name, form, and design are for worldly purposes only.  Be in this world, but do not be of it.” 9   
Andrew:   “But How do I accomplish anything without firm belief and conviction?   David and his son Solomon were the greatest Kings of Israel who brought glory to God’s people.  They were not angels but worldly men who also served the Holy One of Israel.  With the Lord’s help, they achieved great things for Israel.”

Son of Man:  “The material mind falls into the addictive and painful habit of pursuing illusory pleasures of name and fame.  Remind yourself the sinful world is neither glorious nor pleasurable but an entrapment that snares unwary seekers into the labyrinth of unreal thoughts, feeling, and experiences. Turn inward to uncover your true inner reality and abide forever in My Kingdom.”10 

Andrew:  “You mean the Paradise of Adam before eating the fruit.”

Son of Man:  “Adam’s inner purity and innocence remained intact before he claimed self knowledge and self control by reaching for the fruit.  A presumed Self knowledge based on outer observation is limited and corrupted when you take the shape of fleeting desires that appear one moment and disappear the next. Why become ensnared in a magician’s trick with disappearing acts and trap doors?  Examine yourself closely and know where you have been, where you are going, and what your final destination will be. When you know, you know your inner being, then you will be fully known, and enjoy restoration to the Kingdom of the living Father.  But if you do not know yourselves, then you live in poverty, and you 

are poverty.” 11   

Andrew: “Why does our mind have this habitual outward focus?”

Son of Man:  “The curse of the material mind is the focus on fulfillment of outer desires as the source of security and stability.  In your world no such thing exists.  Desire and lust destroy the inner truth of existence.”

Andrew:  “And what is the true inner being?”

Son of Man:   “How can there be any understanding between the true and false being when the mind of man plays false in so many other assertions?  The mind misleads when it asks the false question ‘what is true inner being?’  It is not a ‘what’ but a ‘who’.  The ‘who’ is the eternal existence represented by the words  ‘I AM’.”

Andrew:  “What do you mean eternal?  Even before our Father Abraham?”

Son of Man:  “Before Abraham was…. I AM.”12
Andrew:  “And after the End of Days?”

Son of Man:  “After the End of Days…. I AM.”

Andrew:  “Instead of seeing you, I would much rather see Abraham.”

Son of Man: “You say that and yet you can’t see Me?” 
Andrew:  “You are not Abraham.”

Son of Man:  “You see a limited form or shape that exists as a temporary perception of mind.  But I AM neither. Neither one is the essence of who I AM.”

Andrew:  “How can say you will be at ‘end of days’ and also here at the present moment?”

Son of Man:   “You treasure these concepts as solid reality but I take no notice of your imagination that conceives me to be a limited form with a temporary body.  All states of Mind are of the transitory and passing imagination but become eternal with I AM.”

Andrew:  “You are the son of Joseph the carpenter and your name is Jesus.”

Son of Man:  “I am a Son of God who knows no earthly father, mother, or brother.”13 

Andrew: “You are a body.  A body with a name.  I know your parents.  How could you have possibly been born before our Father Abraham? You are not yet fifty years old!”14 

Son of Man: “You are speaking of an imagined birth into this world.  My true birth is not a fleshy one nor one born into a material world.  You believe both of us as independent bodies being born into this world and than dying out of it.  But I have never been born, nor do I die, nor do I fear anyone that can kill this body.  Why should I attach to such concepts?  The I AM is not a body nor a body in your world.  Because I have been before the beginning, I was never born into your world.”
Andrew: “I am truly seeing you stand before me at this very instant.”

Son of Man:  “Now you know me by a limited name with a limited body, well fed, and warmly clothed. Yet I know of a time when you will see a body stripped, beaten, and tortured and you will call me by a different name. And at a different time and place you will see me descend from the mountain with face and body clothed in garments of light provided by My Father. In truth I have multiple forms but none define Me.”

Andrew:  “You claim to be Lord of all space and of all time, past and future?”  

Son of Man:  “I only claim my true birth right which is for all time.  The I WAS and the I WILL exist only in the I AM.  How can I recall anything past  present or future if not brought forward to my Eternal Mind I AM?   For this reason, my Father has blessed and honored me for all eternity.  All eternity derives its existence from I AM.”

Andrew:  “Did your real father Joseph not bless you?”

Son of Man: “He is not my father. My real Father Elohim has blessed Me.”

Andrew:  “You mean YHWH?”

Son of Man:  “YHWH and Elohim are different names for the same substance, as are Father and Son.   Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are united in Holy Trinity to signify one divine substance.  There is no other substance apart from the Divine Names. Even If you choose a dozen and one, it does not alter the one substance.”
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5   Names for the Holy Spirit

I said to Jesus I was reluctant to ‘cross over to His Kingdom.’ If one cannot see or feel His Kingdom, how was it possible to exist there? Even if His Word were accepted and understood, the ills and diseases of the world would remain and continue to plague His Holy People.

Jesus replied, “Images are visible to people, but the light within them is hidden in the image of the Father’s light. He will be disclosed, but His image is hidden by his light.”1 

When I asked him if this Kingdom was identical to the Paradise God created for Adam he simply shook his head and said, “The place had no physical location or proximity; when it passes by you from the West or the East you do not see it…the Light of the Kingdom must be perceived from the inner eye in order for you to validate the first hand experience.  Words or other imaginary concepts cannot convey this experience. How to describe the color of open sky to the color blind?” 

I said, “ Since we cannot see your Kingdom with our outer senses, it must be within the mind if it is within anything”

The Son of Man disagreed, “The Kingdom is not contained or restrained by anything, least of all the limited mind of man with its errant thoughts. Lightning, thunder, hail, and rain no doubt appear in the open sky, yet the sky itself is untouched and unmoved.” 

I responded, “Where else could it be but in our own minds?  I trust in the Holy One’s words that he is always with us, and He will never let His Holy ones see decay.” 

The Son of Man: “The Kingdom, Holy Spirit, and the I AM are of one substance. The one substance never sees decay because they exist without constraints of time, place, or distance. If it is infinite and of one piece it cannot exist in one place and not another; or do you say My Father divides his Kingdom when it suits your purposes?” 

Andrew:  “I do not say that. Elohim is another name for our Holy One who has existed from the beginning of His creation. He has many names, but his creation comes from one source.”

Son of Man: “ Two Hebrew letters, the yod and the mem, can also represent the Holy Spirit –  the ‘Mi’.”2
Andrew:  “In what way does the Mi refer to God’s Holy Spirit?”
Son of Man: “The Mi is the kernel of spirit that manifests and animates the ‘elleh’, or the many created things.  Mi is the size of a mustard seed yet from this infinite spec of consciousness all this appears as earth, sky, oceans, and living beings. You will come to know it when the seed blossoms forth into the first parent thought: I AM.  All thought and all consciousness are birthed from this single parent. When you know it in this way as your true parent, then you will be known yourself, and you will understand completely, just as My Father understands you completely.” 3  

Andrew:  “No doubt all heaven and earth belong to the Holy One.  As it is written ‘The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it.  The world and all its people belong to him.  For he laid the earth’s foundation on the seas, and built it on the ocean depths.’”4   

Son of Man:  “My Father has sole responsibility for every single jot and tittle in creation, down to the very breath from your lungs and infinite thoughts of your mind.  The Hebrew letters ‘elleh’ or ‘many creations’ when joined with the Hebrew letters ‘Mi’ combine to form the Divine Name ‘Elohim.’” 5 
Andrew: “So the elleh or the ‘many manifestations’ encompass all God’s creation.”

Son of Man:  “Just as the elleh are the infinite, radiant images that burst forth from the Holy Spirit, so in identical manner the ‘Mi’ creates images of you and all other material beings.”  

Andrew:  “In your Kingdom, does the Mi or Holy spirit stand alone and apart from its elleh?” 

Son of Man: “Prior to the Mi, nothing was.  As it is written in the first verse of Genesis ‘And the earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep.’”

Andrew: “In the name ELOHIM the elleh, or his many created things, come first.  The Mi, or his divine presence, comes second.  Why should His name be in second place?”

Son of Man: “The letters Mi represents the single primordial point of creation deep within the Holy Spirit.  Mi’s relationship to the elleh is the one to many but also emerging with created images brought forward and united under one Divine Name, ELOHIM. The name covers the glory of both heaven and earth. The Glory of the I AM is the exact living substance of my Holy Father.”6  

Andrew: “You say he creates the I AM as direct substance, not image”

Son of Man:  “The book of Genesis says ‘In the beginning God created heaven and earth.’7 In my native Aramaic the creation can mean ‘alma de-atei.’8   The words describe a World that was both existing and in the process of being created. The World has no beginning or ending.  In that sense, what is being created has already existed in the Divine dimension of the I AM.  It is all one permanent and unmoving substance, not two.”

Andrew:  “So this is how you proclaim your lordship over all creation?”

Son of Man:  “I have no desires to be Lord over anything except as My Father directs.  He has emptied his Son of all desire for worldly creations or manifested things.   They are not of my world yet for this very reason I have come so that the sons of men might be free from false worldly entrapments.  Give up all such future hopes and put to death the worldly mind.”

Andrew:  “Is death the only link between your world and mine?  Must I die to enter your Kingdom?”

Son of Man:  “How can there be a bridge linking your false imagination to My true world of fact?  These two worlds have nothing in common.”  

Andrew: “You are human and your world is no different from mine.  You suffer and die just as I do.”

Son of Man: “Because I have conquered death, I am beyond the constraints of this world.  It holds no power over me nor I over it.  It is simply irrelevant because I hold to no imaginary concepts of a future life and death. I have passed beyond both.”

Andrew:  “I am living now but I will die as surely as you will.  How have you conquered death when your body will surely die? Your future death is a fact, not of the imagination.”

Son of Man:  “I have told you my true identity is I AM and not the body nor this limited personality.  What is personality but misty clouds of thought rushing by your mind in repetitive and habitual fashion that hypnotizes your memory into the illusion of a solid body?  How miserable is the body that depends on a body, and how miserable is the mind that depends on these two!”9 

Andrew:  “How can we think if not without our minds?”

Son of Man:  “Spirit is prior to mind and imagination and requires no thinking to affirm its existence.  If you already exist, you need not think about it, nor do you need the mind to affirm your existence.   If the body came into being because of spirit, that is a marvel, but if spirit came into being because of the body, that is a marvel of marvels.  Yet I marvel how your great wealth has come to dwell in poverty.10 If the One Spirit animates all, why worry about the poverty of mind and body?  Follow Me, and Let the dead take care of their own dead.”11 
Andrew:  “How is possession of wealth and a healthy body a bad thing when the Holy One blesses his chosen ones?  For as it is written ‘For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land of flowing streams and pools of water, with springs that gush froth in the valleys and hills.  It is a land of wheat and barley, of grapevine, fig trees, pomegranates, olives, and hone.  It is a land where food is plentiful and nothing is lacking.’” 12  

Son of Man:  “Neither wealth nor poverty is a sin.  He who attaches to wealth sins with wealth.  He who attaches to poverty sins with poverty.”  
Andrew:  “Surely it is better to be wealthy in a rich and prosperous land than poor and destitute without food or shelter.”

Son of Man:  “I am not speaking of outer wealth or riches, but of man’s inner state. An inner state of spiritual poverty is free from all worldly desires regardless of economic status.” 

Andrew:  “How does God rule this inner world of man?” 
Son of Man:  “Why should he rule the inside only? Don’t you understand that My Father who made the outside is also the One who makes the inside?” 13  

Andrew:  “So God rules your world?”

Son of Man:  “In my world there are no rulers or ruled, no leaders or followers, no first and no last.  All distinctions are meaningless.  My world is like a city that has no need of the sun or the moon to shine for it, for the Glory of God gives its light, and I, the Son, its Lamp. All nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it.  On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there.” 14  
Andrew:  “Brave but misguided words. The Holy One created everything, including you.  You are not the light.”
Son of Man:  Before the AM, nothing else is.  But because of the I AM, everything else appears, including the world and all its living beings. I AM in them, they are in me, as I am in you, together in My Kingdom.15 Come and join me in one Divine Substance, for it is the abode of the immortal.16
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6   The I AM
If I doubted His true identity, how I could enter His Kingdom of Heaven?  Was he one of two Messiahs, a prophet, or Son of Man?

I sensed a contradiction between His glorious Kingdom and a concern for the welfare and security of our fellow Jews.  For example, he showed great pride in his Jewish heritage yet carried a cold indifference to either the Essenes or any other activist sect within Judaism that promised a better or more prosperous life for her people.  He called Jewish doctrinal differences as little more than window dressing adorned with ritualistic bells, gongs, and whistles. 

Jesus said, “It is clinging to such false concepts that make the simple truth so hard to come by.  These beasts of the field abhor Me and stand aloof from Me. They break up my path, they profit from my destruction and no one restrains them.  As through a wide breach they come, amid the tempest they roll on.”1 

I asked, “What should we do to stop the rolling tempest?”

He repeated the words of the great rabbi Hillel, “That which is hateful to you, do not do to your fellow man or your neighbor.”  

He paused a moment and than added, “But the highest Torah is to love your enemy.  Do this to the Roman and you will not be far from God.”

Andrew:  “I can understand loving my neighbor but certainly not my enemy. We are in a state of war with Rome. Your concept of the Holy one deepens his mystery with His endless creations that serve to mistreat and oppress us, especially mistreatment at the hands of our enemies.  What is the use of our earnest prayers if Your Father does not respond to pleas, even to those who on the brink of losing home, family, and possessions to a merciless enemy?  Are we all to suffer the fate of Job who was struck down by fire and brimstone?  Perhaps there is truth in Job’s complaint ‘Let it be lost to God on high, and let it be shrouded in darkness.  Yes, let the darkness and the utter gloom claim it for its own.’” 2
Son of Man:  “What does it matter if things are currently mysterious if My Father’s will prevails at all times and under all circumstances?  Where is Israel’s severe predicament if a man such as Job loses everything most precious to him?  Job’s experience is no different from other men’s suffering, and when the blows come they are hard for all of us to bear.  That is the nature of Holy One, which brings both rain and shine, pain and pleasure; they represent the crests and valleys of his Single Will.”

Andrew:  “We are confounded and confused in our search for Him:  ‘O Lord, how long will you forget me?  Forever? How long will you look the other way?  How long must I struggle with anguish in my soul, with sorrow in my heart every day?’3 With all his Power and Majesty, why is He so far from us?”

Son of Man: “In order to heal the divided mind, you must pray for the inner doors of perception to open into your secret being.  Because of your present outer focus, you are unaware the Holy Spirit is fully alive and present and constantly at work. In order to access what is eternally present but secret, go into your inner room, close the door firmly, and pray to your Father in Heaven.  Then My Father, who knows all secrets, will reward you openly.”4 

Andrew:  “By inner room you mean inside the body?  The same location as your inner Kingdom?”

Son of Man: “The door represents your closed and private secret mind.  You must first seek and knock on the door before My Father can turn the key that allows entry into His Kingdom.  Some may require one knock, others require a few more, but under all circumstances keep on knocking. None can fail if you give simple attention to your own mind.”   

Andrew: “How do I listen to my own mind?”

Son of Man:  “Your faulty perception of the source of the mind amazes me.  Do you imagine a mindful ‘I’ that listens to another separate ‘I’ that lives and breathes there?  Are there two separate yous?  In fact, you live and breathe inside of Me.”5 

Andrew:  “Open prayer with a company of believers, the minyan, surely has more power to reach the Holy One than any other individual supplication.  Suppose I go into my secret room to pray by myself.  Even if I repeat the Shema a thousand times:  ‘Hear Oh Israel, The Lord our God, the Lord is One,’6  I do not feel any differently.  I do not see any bright and shining Kingdom that you speak of.”

Son of Man: “You think the intensity and earnestness of your outer prayers are more effective in public rather than private.  Such men are no different than the hypocrites who stand on street corners or synagogues and pray openly and loudly to their God, hoping to be seen by other hypocrites.”7 
Andrew:  “Hypocrites pray to a foreign God.  We pray as one Jewish Nation to the Holy One of Israel.”

Son of Man: “The all powerful and mighty God you pray to is as distant and foreign to you as he is to me.  If he is my own loving and intimate Father, what need have I for priest or congregation?  

Andrew: The Synagogue is our sacred congregation.

Son of Man:  In such a congregation, who does not secretly bend the ear to hear the loudest and most aggressive prayer leaders, who set themselves apart as more spiritually advanced than the others?  Even in their united prayers they argue and fight amongst themselves. You are no different from the high born priests of the Sanhedrin or the Pharisees and Sadducees.”

Andrew:  “We are not like them.  We Essenes humble ourselves to an all powerful and all knowing God who will honor and protect His Holy People from a backsliding Judah.”

Son of Man: “Your outer directed prayers miss the mark if you look to a distant God, up in the Heavens, or up to the Stars.  The Kingdom of Heaven does not come to you as a result of outer observations, nor will it come when you say ‘Here it is’ or ‘There it is’ because the Kingdom is within.8  You may pray to Him as follows:  ‘Our Father, who dwelleth within, hallowed be thy Name, Your Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from missing the mark.’”9
Andrew: “What do you mean daily bread?”
Son of Man: “Your daily bread of determined inner insight and investigation will remove the outer mind of ignorance.  No one can provide a substitute for this experience because no one can enter there and it is uniquely yours.  The experience can only come from within and not from others using sugary words, concepts, or formulations.  If I give of my bread, you must do more than inhale it down like sweetmeats and candy. It must be carefully digested.”  

Andrew:  “What is the source of this inner ignorance?”

Son of Man:   “Adam’s original sin.  One who is ignorant keeps naming and grasping but is never satisfied, keeps hearing but never understands, keeps seeing but never perceives.10 An untamed outer focus cause the inner insights of contemplation and examination to wither and decay.  Inner insights are revealed by Me, the I AM.”

Andrew:  “How will prayers to the inner ‘I AM’ be more effective than outer prayers to the Holy One?  Perhaps both are required.”

Son of Man:  “You must pray secretly in order to be rewarded openly. 11   Pray secretly for the silent knowledge ‘I AM’ and do not move to louder temptations of ‘I AM THIS’ or ‘I AM THAT’.  As soon as outer defilements of THIS or THAT enter your mind, they must be neutralized at once for they represent rocks and boulders blocking the rivers of everlasting life.”

Andrew:  “How to destroy these thoughts?”

Son of Man:  “No need for immediate destruction since thought is not a matter of your choice nor can you anticipate them.  Watch them carefully as inner witness and let them pass by as clouds or mist in the sky.  Clouds come and go, shape and re-shape in infinite forms, but the sky is eternally present and shining, as is My Kingdom.  The rains and clouds begin to disperse when you validate the fact that ‘I am a this’ or the ‘I am a that’ are actually sourced from the single I AM.  Stay within the I AM and the plurality of outward this’s and that’s begin to lose their luster.  If you are not capable of this necessary detachment from a rebellious mind, give God the power of attorney over your inner life.  He will do the necessary work, for as it is written ‘I will smash down the prison gates and cut through bars of iron.  And I will give you treasures hidden in the darkness…secret riches.’” 12 

Andrew: “How can I physically say the words I AM and not automatically attach to some outer object?  According to your teaching I become attached to the world no matter what I do or say.”

Son of Man: “It would not be possible for the I AM to see Abraham or witness end of days if it were limited to this body or this world.  Do such words as life or death, heaven or hell, contain or constrain Me?  Do not let the I AM be degraded into creating illusory projections of body and mind. Know in your inner heart that ‘I am this’ or ‘I am that’ results in the adulation of idol worship and have no identity in the inner Kingdom.”

Andrew: “These innocent thoughts do not threaten anyone.”

Son of Man: “Random or unobserved thoughts are not innocent.  They represent the deadly thrusts of worldly passion and desire that imprisoned Adam in the first place.  The worst one springs from Adam’s false knowledge ‘I am a body’.  If you take yourself as a body, than you fully embrace sin and death.”

Andrew:   “So the I AM and your inner Kingdom give eternal life?”

Son of Man:  “The Holy Spirit, the I AM, and The Kingdom are all different names for God’s eternal reality.  Do not assume outer manifestations of mind and thought have objective realities apart from this inner Kingdom.  This complicated logic of objective solid ‘things’ moving and interacting with one another on a stage of your own making, with you as a central actor in the drama, forms a private fantasy world apart from the I AM.”

Andrew:  “This world is not a fantasy and I am not the central point in this drama.  I was born into this world, and now I must deal with it as best I can.   I am only one man among many and I am in constant competition for food, shelter, and clothing.  I do the best I can.” 

Son of Man:  “Because you assume you have a fearful and vulnerable body you see others as having bodies also.  You conceive of yourself as a central point in a worldly drama when you constantly take counsel of private thoughts and fears.  Listen to your inner mind that says  ‘Hear Oh Israel!  Listen to my Prayers!’  You assume Israel is at the center of the world.  Jerusalem is at the center of Israel.  The Temple is at the center of Jerusalem.  All these self reinforcing assertions are at the center of your drama, with you as the central protagonist and the Romans as the foil to be resisted and defeated.”

Andrew:  “This is no fantasy.  What you describe is exactly who I am and what we must do!”

Son of Man:   “Do you know yourself so well?  This personality you speak of is a poor mental projection with you and a world in perpetual flux and commotion, a tiny speck of vegetable matter floating in an uncaring and unconscious universe. This kind of personality is like a truncheon that batters and bruises the body of its unwary occupant. The Aramaic ‘Qulpoi’ is the term for ‘truncheons of light’ which appear when the flow of mental observations known as ‘elleh’ are dammed up or restricted by man’s incessant naming and controlling.” 13 

Andrew: “If the Qulpoi  are only made up of light, how can it form a damaging tuncheon?”
Son of Man:  “Just as thoughts are made up of light, so are the Qulpoi.   The ‘elleh’ as truncheons of light carve up the observable world with emanations of light, smoke, and sparks; you see the trail of sparks left behind from the waving truncheons and point to an outline of seemingly permanent form.  In reality, the form is nothing but a fortress of vapor, yet you misperceive the form to be solid and substantial.  Than you compound the problem by naming it to give it a sense of outer reality.  The strongest and most persistent Qulpoi is your own body for which you harbor so much attachment.”

Andrew:  “If my body is unreal than what am I?”

Son of Man:  “If you accept your thoughts as light, rather than assuming projections of solid form, than the whole world is full of light.  The world is not unreal only your errant perception of it.  First feed off My words and you will uncover the True Master.” 

Andrew:  “How do I feed off your words?”

Son of Man:  “You should feed off the bread of life that only I can give.  I AM that bread of life.  No one who comes to me will ever go hungry, and if you believe in my words you will never go hungry or thirsty again.  All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to Me I will never turn away.” 14  

Andrew: “So my meeting with you is Divinely ordained?”

Son of Man:  “I am feeding off My Father’s bread as we speak.  Feed off Me you will never see death again.” 

Andrew: “I do not see your Father with us now.”

Son of Man:  “I can assure you the I AM is here with us even as we speak; that ‘I’ is in ‘you’….. You in Me….. together in the I AM. 15  If you accept and believe these words, You and your separated mind no longer live, but the I AM lives within you.” 16  

Andrew:  “But I wish my mind to live.”

Son of Man:  “You cannot exist in one mind or the other.  You cannot serve both God and Mammon.   You must choose either the isolated and fearful mind, or the one mind with Me.  Now you have multiple, ignorant minds, murky, opaque, obscure, neither hot nor cold.   How I pray you would choose one or the other.   But since you persist in your ignorance, you are like lukewarm water, so you must spit this disease out. 17   Leave behind the diseased mind and choose the one mind that leads to Eternal Life.”
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7th Dialogue: Memory
I remember the Teacher of Righteousness saying to me, “Jesus has been with us for less than a year, yet in some remarkable manner he has memorized all our sacred texts.  How is it possible that we never see him study or examine an open scroll or manuscript?  Several of our senior Essenes spend considerable time debating thorny theological issues and marvel at his remarkable and accurate responses.”

I said, “I overheard one scholar’s quote from the Talmud, ‘Because Israel hates discord and loves peace, and all are united, this is a favorable time that I should give them my Torah.’1   

But Jesus reprimanded, “Not so; he has it exactly reversed; it is because Israel hates peace and loves discord, and so the favorable time for introduction of the Laws.  If all Israel had nothing but peace in their hearts, where is the need for laws?”

I asked, “What do you say of the lawgiver Moses, who approached the Holy One face to face?”

Jesus replied,  “God said to Moses ‘I AM WHO I AM; and then He said, ‘Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, I AM has sent me to you.’2  Unlike Moses, who approached the burning bush from a distance, The Son of Man never strays from His Source as the I AM. I was the one who sent Moses and now I send for you. ”

I said, “You become the very Image of God?”

The Son of Man replied, “Not the image. I am the one substance.”

Andrew:  “Yet you have used many other words for your Father.  Does the I AM unify them all in one substance?”

Son of Man:  “No specific name or thought will bring My Father to instant attention, for worldly mind and senses play false guides.  As it is written ‘When He comes near, I cannot see him. When he moves past me, I do not perceive him.’3   Whatever form He chooses to take, the wondrous mystery is His absence from that particular form or shape that appears before you.  He is both form and formlessness, yet is not contained in either one.”

Andrew:  “If the Holy Spirit is within than he must be contained in us.”

Son of Man:  “How can the majesty and glory of God’s Kingdom be contained when your own ephemeral personality cannot be observed or validated?  Your continuous filtering of reality with naming and claiming gives the impression of a permanent object such as a personality, especially when memory serves up endless events and external experiences creating what you would call the past tense.   Mind and memory divorce your being from the Absolute Divine Presence, veiling the Eternal light shining within.”

Andrew:  “How is it possible to know God without the memory of His past glories? As it is written ‘When the Lord your God brings you into the land he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give you a land with large, flourishing cities you did not build, houses filled with all kinds of 

good things you did not provide, wells you did not dig, and vineyards you did not plant…be careful not to forget the Lord, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.’4  The Lord says never to forget these 

achievements. That is why our Holy Torah is a treasure to be impressed on our minds, hearts, and souls; and we shall bind them as a sign on our hands, and they shall be as frontals on our foreheads.”5 

Son of Man: “Does the Holy One remember your blessings and achievements or does he do so for all mankind?”

Andrew:  “The Nation of Israel remembers His past glories.  Others may not.”

Son of Man:  “Your conception of God and his achievements are always brought forward into the present, for he is a living God, not a God of past glories as recalled in your fleeting memory.   My Father pays no attention to arbitrary and relative categories such as past, present, or future…’For a thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by’ 6  What is a human memory but an unexpected appearance that comes before the present mind and says ‘this is a past event that is now a current thought, and is therefore worthy of your attention’. Unremitting thoughts and words churn up past events into constant suffering for as it is written: ‘The turmoil within me grew to the bursting point…my thoughts grow hot within me and begin to burn, igniting fires of words’7 or again ‘Their insults have broken my heart, and I am in despair.  If only one would show some pity; if only one would turn and comfort me.  But instead, they give me poison for food, they offer me sour wine to satisfy my thirst.’” 8 

Andrew:  “God remembers the past as it was, as we do.  It is not a continuous experience of pain and suffering. It is written in his Book how we left the bondage of Egypt for the Promised Land of verdant hills, bountiful fields, and rich vineyards.”

Son of Man:  “He also says ‘Think of Me when you build, you dig, and you plant.’  I do all these things,9 and without Me, nothing gets done.10  His true miracles are in the present, not in the past.  Even to the end of days.”

Andrew: “Who will live to see end of days?  Who will be judged righteous or unrighteous?  Actions must have consequences.  He must decide.”

Son of Man:  “Why wait for final judgment until end of days?  Your own scripture says ‘Do not boast about tomorrow for you do not know what a day may bring forth’ 11 You pervert the I AM to the IT WILL COME TO PASS, just another elleh or ‘Qulpoi’…..Aramaic flaming truncheons of light that singe and burn without mercy.  The thought ‘it will come to pass’ also dispenses great woe and wailing.  ‘Vayhi’ are the Hebrew words for ‘it comes to pass’; the letters represent ‘vai’ for woe and ‘hi’ for wailing.” 12    

Andrew:  “‘It comes to pass’ implies dimensions of past, present, and future.  Why the pain in taking the present time to plan for the future?  We learn wisdom and patience by avoiding past mistakes and striving for future excellence.”

Son of Man:  “Woe and wailing are also the ghosts of people in past and future imagination. These people are neither entirely real nor unreal but engage in endless dialogues that cry ‘believe in end of days’ or  ‘believe in our time’ or ‘do not forsake us for we are here to stay’.  Do not believe in this dream world but believe in Me and My words.  If you believe in Me, The I AM is ready to embrace you, in full relationship with the Father and the Son.   You need only cross over to Me and cease living in past and future illusions.  I am the present vine, you are the present branches.  If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me he can do nothing.”13 

Andrew:  “No person speaks to me from the past.  I know it to be a memory and a dream.”

Son of Man:  “In truth your worldly mind is active and talking to you all the time, whether you are aware of it or not.  And you have no control over your memory when your mind plays mental tricks with an undercurrent of constant thoughts and worry.   How can you bring up any past thought or action exactly the way you want it?  It is exactly as you say:  you live in a dream world.”

Andrew: “So we are both in this dream world.”
Son of Man:  “Your dream world is private, cut off, fragmented.  You speak of a common world that both of us inhabit but you live in a dream world of your own cares, worries, and restrictions.  Your world is not My world for I have perished to the restrictions of your world; for as it is written ‘the righteous perish and no one ponders in his heart why the devout are taken away.  No one understands that the righteous take their leave to be spared from evil.’” 14 

Andrew:  “You say you have perished from the world but you are obviously not dead.”

Son of Man:  “You are from below; I am from above.  You are of this world; I am not of this world.  I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am the one who I claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins.” 15 

Andrew: “Through intercession of the anointed priest, The Holy One forgives both intentional and unintentional sins. Our thoughtless guilt is made holy and purified by his peace offering.”

Son of Man:  “Just as sin entered the world through the imagination of one man, Adam; therefore death has reigned over all men since that time.16  The death I speak of is the death of the imagination of the corrupt body of sin.  I am doubly dead for I have crucified both earthly body and mind.  The earthly nature no longer lives, but the Son of Man lives in the I AM.” 17 
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8th Dialogue:  Heaven Within

The Teacher had asked me, “What is his relationship to the Baptist?”

I answered, “They are cousins. The Baptist and his disciples introduced Jesus into the community. The Baptist spoke of him as sharing the mission of the two Messiahs.”

The Teacher asked “If he is to be a Messiah to our people, has he taken purification vows yet?”

I said, “No. For that reason he is not allowed into the northern caverns containing our libraries and scrolls; despite that, every one of the sacred words from thousands of sealed codices fall unerringly from his lips.  If he is among the chosen ones we are expecting, we hope he will join the active resistance against the Romans.”

The Teacher said, “If he is the expected one or not, how did he acquire such learning?”

 I replied, “According to the Baptists, he was raised by poor Aramaic peasants living on subsistence wages.  For them, bad weather combined with one or two poor harvests is a sure sign of severe food shortages, even starvation.   No Galilean peasant could ever afford a temple or court education.” 

I remember Jesus telling me, “As a young child I remembered visiting the temple courts during the feast of Passover, but other than that received no formal education or training.”  

So I cried, “You received no formal book learning or schooling yet by some miraculous intervention you know all our sacred scripts?  These words have been locked and sealed deep within our caverns for the past 200 years!”  

I went on to say, “You say the Kingdom of God lives within us.  Perhaps he is so close to you that He allows you miraculous access to every one of our sacred words.”

Son of Man:  “The ‘I AM’ is not a remote God observed from a distant star or planet.   The Kingdom is within and so is the source of all words and knowledge; all things seen and unseen, manifest and un-manifest; even your own books and scriptures. A distant God seen over ‘there’ is ignorance while an intimate God ‘here’ is true knowledge.”  

Andrew:  “Scriptures require intense study and meditation to see the World as the Holy One sees it.”

Son of Man:  “To me the world is as light and flimsy as a passing summer’s day; while for you it is a grim matter of life and death.  What is by nature transient and changing can only be seen from a changeless and permanent, background.  I AM that background and I see the foreground for what it is:  temporary, illusory, full of temptation and sin.”

Andrew:  “You claim to speak from a paradise that is permanent and unchanging.”

Son of Man: “I speak of no physical or distant location.  Do you need to come from somewhere or go anywhere to find something already residing within?  Does the King divide his Kingdom so he rules over one part but not another and intentionally drives you away from His jurisdiction?  For as it is written ‘you don’t need to go up to heaven nor do you need to go to hell, for the I AM is most near to you, in fact it is right in your mouth and in your heart. Say it and believe it and cross over to me.’” 1 

Andrew:  “According to your view the only place for a good man is to leave this world for a new paradise.  Need we wait for death and the final judgment to come?”

Son of Man: “If the Kingdom is within no movement is necessary to go anywhere or be anyplace. Experiences, visions, and feelings arise and fall according to different places and locations, but why fret when all things are presented according to his Divine Will?  Should I travel to the 2nd or 3rd Heaven, than God alone knows whether it is my spirit or my body, and not me. 2  Why boast when He directs my path or guides me to my destinations, and I have no where else to go?” 3 

Andrew:  “Now you say there are multiple heavens above?”
Son of Man: “The Essenes project ten heavens above us and innumerable hells beneath, a perpetual Sodom and Gomorrah for those who have no hope or redemption.  Your busy scribes can conjure as many separate heavens and hells as they wish.  Even if they imagine an infinite number of spheres, My radiance fills all rooms of my Father’s mansion, and your search ends with the final destination of the My True Heaven.  My Word calls forth the Heavenly Kingdom as a constant source, always surrounding you, never to leave, permanent and changeless.  As it is written ‘The Heavens tell of the glory of God…day after day they continue to speak; night after night they make Me known.  They speak without a sound or a word; their voice is silent in the skies, yet My message has gone out to all the earth, and their words to all the world.’” 4
Andrew: “That is a final destination?”

Son of Man:  “Your body has a destination but you have no final destination.” 

Andrew:  “What do you mean?”

Son of Man:  “Accept My Word and your final destination is already before you.  It is also within you and it is within me as it has been before the beginning.  The I AM is eternal; from everlasting to everlasting I was established; from the beginning, from the earliest times of the earth.  When there were no depths I was brought forth.5  I AM the fulfillment of the Alpha and the Omega, even to the end of days.”

Andrew:  “When you say the ‘I AM’ I still see a person speaking in this world.  I do not see the Alpha or the Omega.  How do the words ‘I AM’ physically remove someone from this world?”

Son of Man: “The silent knowledge of ‘I AM’ removes me out of your limited mental perception of who I really am.   Name, shape and form fail to define Me, for I AM the Light behind all of these. The Eternal I AM beholds images of Heaven and Earth as experiences that emerge from My very Presence to appear and disappear at My command. Just as the Lord informed Ezekiel to witness His passing in windstorms, earthquakes, and the fire, yet was absent 6 so the I AM witnesses all things but is contained by none of them.”

Andrew:  “It contains nothing?”

Son of Man:  “It contains nothing but the experience of all things. All things are connected to His True Vine.”  

Andrew: “How can I AM remains empty when it experiences all things?”

Son of Man:  “Empty of objects and things as separate experiences from the Kingdom.  No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the Vine.  Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in Me.” 7  

Andrew:  “How am I isolated when I am among the chosen ones to bring the new covenant to Israel?  God himself spoke to his people from the beginning.  We are to love Him, to walk in His ways, and to keep His commandments and His statutes so that we can once again 

possess the land.” 8 

Son of Man:   “You, as a mere man, assume to speak for all times and all eternity?    No body knows about the day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only My Father.  He is the only one to deliver you to your final destination.   Be on your guard, for you do not know when the time will come.”9  
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The Baptist and Jesus differed in their commitment to the Essenic War Scrolls.  Instead of denouncing the Roman occupation, Jesus seemed more discouraged at the divisions and disagreements within Judea itself, calling chief priests, scribes and elders as ‘snakes and vipers’ and ‘venomous serpents.’ 

Andrew: “The Essenes have been entrusted with restoring the House of Israel to the true religion.  We have been set apart for His special purpose for it is written ‘After all, I, the Lord, am your God.  You must be holy because I am Holy.  We do not defile ourselves by touching any of these scribes you describe as snakes or serpents.  I, the Lord, am the one who brought you up out of the land of Egypt to be your god.  You therefore must be holy because I am Holy’” 1 

Son of Man:  “What does it mean to be set apart by My Father?  Others see the Holy one not set apart from the world and its creations, even the lowly ones that scurry across on their bellies and eat the dregs of this world.  Similarly The Son will set those apart who see no differences from high or low, pure or impure, clean or unclean.”

Andrew:  “Certainly we are superior to unclean creatures who slither and scurry across the ground.  Those with serpent like nature are consigned to everlasting darkness.”

Son of Man:  “If they are so consigned and constrained, the cruelty and sadness of this world have little to do with them.” 

Andrew: “ The Lord God made us a little lower than Himself, and crowned us with all glory and honor.  We reign over nature, not the other way around.”

Son of Man: “You lose your crown when you consider yourself superior and in charge of anything set apart.  Why seek to reign over all impure creatures when you are unable to reign over your lower passions?  Those who seek should not stop seeking until they find the higher passions.  When they find, they will be disturbed for this is strange knowledge.  When they are disturbed, they will marvel, and only than will they reign over all.2  Since you do not marvel, neither do you reign.”

Andrew: “What is the strange knowledge you speak of?”

Son of Man: “The search for your inner self.”

Andrew: “ Our search ends with the renewed covenant for Holy Israel. It will come to pass that King David’s reign will once again be established over all Israel.”

Son of Man:  “You are still in the isolated state when you use the words ‘it will be’ or ‘it will came to pass’ creating a central observer that projects a future filled with personal expectations and desires.  When My Father hears My blessing he prunes the branches that bear little or no fruit so they will produce even more.” 3 

Andrew: “What do you mean by pruning the branches?”

Son of Man:  “Holding to the root of the ‘I AM’ and pruning your thoughts of ‘this will come to pass’ or ‘that will come to pass.’  What comes to pass is entirely in His hands, and not yours.”

Andrew:  “Why should I alter any thoughts or plans I have for providing leadership to free our people from foreign occupation?  These define my purpose within the Essenic community.”  
Son of Man:  “The gifts of learning and leadership from My Father do no damage if you take no personal credit.  Do not be discouraged, for you have already been pruned for greater fruitfulness by My words. 4   Be earnest, be patient, and let my words remain in you and let them do the pruning, for I AM the vine.”  

Andrew: “If I let your Words do the pruning, what do I do?”

Son of Man:  “Nothing.  The Words do the work, not you.  But you must be earnest and steadfast in your commitment.”

Andrew:  “How earnest must I be?”

Son of Man: “You are in a hospital with a deadly disease called worldly mind and memory.  I prescribe the medicine, but you must do more than just look at the label.  You must swallow and digest the medicine.” 

Andrew: “If I digest the Word, what do I need you for?”

Son of Man: “Apart from Me, you can do nothing.5 You believe otherwise because you have independent entities named mind and memory.  They animate your personality with naming, controlling, even ruling.  Or perhaps you believe that you yourself have grown a body, with name, history, and race and other such imaginary concepts pleasing to your material mind.  All these are momentary concepts that identify you and bind you to a moving dream of your own private world that reveals a limited and transitory existence. As it is written ‘human existence is merely a breath; we are moving shadows and all our busy rushing ends is nothing.’6  Memory and material personality are the most potent of inner shadows, so many against one man, they delight in assailing you, they are friendly to your face, but they mask the curse that infects your inner heart.7  This private and intimate existence requires sacrifice if God’s glory is to shine forth.”

Andrew:  “But without these intimate memories, I am nothing!”
Son of Man:  “Not true.  Apart from the vine, you are nothing.  Mind and personality assert a ‘something else’ with agitated thoughts and emotions to maintain the illusion of an independent body, born into a world already sinful and passing away. The personality’s inability to remain still even for a few moments blocks the growth of the true vine.”

Andrew:  “God’s True Vine has been revealed to our ancestors Abraham, Issac, and Jacob. As it is written ‘the rulers of the world have gathered together.  They join us in praising Abraham.  For all the kings of the earth belong to God.  He his highly honored everywhere.’8   The family, the people, even the nation of eternal Israel have grown from the true vine of the Holy One.”

Son of Man:  “Why do you speak in past tense and past glories?  My Father is always of the living present.  Have you not read of the burning bush, when God said to Moses “’I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob?’  He is not the God of the past, but of the present.”9  

Andrew:  “But our distant ancestors have been consigned to the dust.”

Son of Man:  “You may say the eternal spirits rest with God.  Spirit is not dust, though it is the one Spirit which gives life to it and animates the world and all its living beings. From the dust beneath your feet I shall raise you up as I raised Abraham.” 10 

Andrew:   “The Lord Almighty is here among us who are living: The God of Israel is our fortress. 11 I have vivid memories of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, but they are no more.”

Son of Man:  “Do not be so sure of their past death. Your unreliable memory is constantly at work editing, filtering, and selecting thousands even millions of thoughts and perceptions that engulf you as a flooding river overflows its banks.   In reality, these randomly generated thoughts are created and re-fashioned anew at every breath you take, and offer no proof of a reliable witness to your past history.  Your external senses and judgment are constant enemies that emerge from deep within your inner nature.  As it is written ‘My enemies come out at night, snarling like vicious dogs as they prowl the streets.  The scavenge for food but go to sleep unsatisfied’” 12 

Andrew:  “What foods do my thoughts require?”

Son of Man:  “Your focus becomes the food for the spirit and becomes your reality.  A wrong focus is the wrong reality.”
Andrew:  “How can my own thoughts be an enemy when I read about the ancestors of our great Nation from His Holy Word?”
Son of Man:  “A vine has been planted apart from my Father.  Since it is not strong it will be pulled up by the root and perish.13 The stray vine is your personality and memory, drunk with your own outer perceptions and pleasures, even the prideful thoughts of Holy Israel.  When you shake off this false vine, you will change your ways.”

Andrew:  “If this is true I do not know the source of my thoughts, how do I begin to understand the True Vine?”

Son of Man: “Begin with the internal digestion of My words. My words are the smallest of seeds.  Night and day, whether asleep or awake, the seeds sprout and grow, though you have no idea how or why. All by itself the soil produces grain….first the blade, then the ear, then the full kernel in the ear.  When the grain ripens, the sickle is put to it, because the harvest has come.”14
Andrew:  “Even when asleep and unconscious?”

Son of Man:  “The most rapid growth occurs in the depths of unconsciousness.  The Holy One says ‘For I give to My beloved even in his sleep’15  Sleep is a good time for growth, because the thinking mind is in abeyance and gives little room for internal enemies to grovel about and cause mischief.”

Andrew:  “How does He work if I am asleep and cannot think of Him?”

Son of Man:  “He works constantly independent of the thinking mind.  He knows your needs even before your first intuition.”

Andrew:  “What specific words of yours do I use for the work to begin right now?”

Son of Man:  “Turn inward and begin with the knowledge ‘I AM’ and witness that you have nowhere else to go and nobody else to be.  This is the inner focus denied from Adam’s day.  God is the true creator, thinker, and doer and you are not the original cause of any of these actions.  Silently assert this affirmation whenever you think or do anything of a seeming independent nature.  The spiritual roots of surrender will begin to grow from deep within your secret being when you silently affirm ‘Thy Will be Done.’”

Andrew: “Surrender everything?”

Son of Man:  “Inner poverty begins with the surrender of both mind and imagination.  The mind as a separate ‘thinker’ and ‘namer’ is the primary error because you relegate God to secondary status.  The words ‘Thy Will be Done’ destroys the self centered thoughts of ‘I can do this’ or ‘I can do that’.  You are merely an instrument in His Hands for his Divine purposes.”

Andrew:  “Why is He a mystery to me and not to you?”

Son of Man: “You have the mind and imagination of a man born into this world and your outer desires have taken a worldly shape.  Know the true focus to be this:  the ‘I AM’ has no possessions, no ownership, not even a mind or body apart from God.  Blessed are those who are impoverished in spirit, for my father fills it with His Heavenly Kingdom.”16 

Andrew:  “I know you have a mind and body like any other man.  I know you witness my body standing here before you.”

Son of Man:  “No witness is required when Father and Son are of one substance.  Vine and root are apparently two substances.  Does the vine support the root or the root the vine? Do not be like Judah, for they either love the root and hate the vine, or love the vine and hate the root. 17   If you trust my words, you would know that both are needful and both are connected.  If they are one, no witness is required.”
Andrew: “If the I AM has no witness, than how are you witnessing this conversation?”
Son of Man:  “You are the witness to this speaking, not I.  I am witness to my Father’s will only.  His will is that I do nothing on my own but speak and do just what the Father teaches me. 18  It is the Father himself living in me that does all the work. 19  I do nothing, I am nothing, without the Father.”

Andrew:  “Why if the Lord God is so all powerful and all knowing, does he not fully remove this mystery to His Chosen Ones?”

Son of Man:  “Is He so all powerful as you insist if He cannot alter your contradictory thoughts and action?  Does He not feel anger, frustration, and despair for his Chosen ones that consistently fail His promises and His covenants?  He pleads with Israel, ‘come now, let us reason together: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool, if you are willing and obedient, you will eat the best from the land.’ 20    But it is not to be; despite having eyes and ears, they can’t see or hear.  How can He reveal His glories to those so willfully blind?   Toads live under boulders have no knowledge of the noonday sun, so matter how bright the shining heavens.  Repeat My words and emerge from under the rock.”

Andrew:  “But the repetition of words is such slow and uncertain work.”

Son of Man:  “A little willingness is all that is required.  You must trust Me and persevere despite doubts, trails, setbacks.  Trust Me when I tell you My seeds will plant themselves firmly and irrevocably deep within your subconscious mind.  The seed alone will eradicate all doubts.”

Andrew:  “Doubts can also be erased through knowledge of the Law.  Such knowledge does away with ignorance.”

Son of Man:  “What is the best knowledge but the knowledge of how ignorant a man is?   All this external knowledge is useless as processed by the contradictory mind of man.   It is useless because True Knowledge is hidden from the mind of humanity.”21   
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10th Dialogue: Rejection of The Essenes

I said to the Teacher, “He has special instructions from you. Only the Baptist and you know of his sacred mission. He must be prepared to take the Essenic vows of purification before he takes the mantle of Messiah.”

The Teacher said, “The War Scrolls prophesy the struggle between the Sons of Light and the Sons of Darkness.  This battle ushers in the Messianic era, the arrival of the two Messiahs, and the new Davidic Kingdom. Has Jesus said anything about our war plans?” 

I replied, “No, not yet.”

I remember saying to the Son of Man:  “The Teacher of the Essenes tells us you are to assist the Baptist in the anointing of 10,000 warriors for the coming Holy War with the Romans. As it is written: 22,000 of them went home, leaving only 10,000 who were willing to fight.1 Are you to become a disciple of the Baptist for the coming Holy War against the occupiers?”

Son of Man:  “I am not a disciple of John, nor he of me.  I am anointed to another purpose.  I am sent to defeat the real occupier.”

Andrew:  “Are you not to be Baptised in the sacred waters of Aenon before your sacred mission?”

Son of Man: “The immersion is for outer purposes only and has nothing to do with the Kingdom.  My Authority outweighs all others of this world.”

Andrew:  “Including the revelation of the Holy Scrolls from the Teacher of Righteousness himself?”

Son of Man:  “Titles, honor, or achievements mean nothing to me.  As it is written “though you were a powerful man, owning land, an honored man, living on it, yet why are the snares all around you, why the sudden peril, why the darkness and the floods that cover you?” 2  

Andrew: “The Essnenic Leaders have achieved success for our people and are honored above others.  So they are set apart.  Who else do we trust?”

Son of Man:  “Leaders with their coveted honors and riches are like the donkey, or ox, or beasts of the field.  This is the fate of those who trust in their own achievements, and of their followers, who approve their sayings.  They are like sheep destined for the grave.” 3 

Andrew: “Honors are pleasing and signify great achievement.”

Son of Man:  “Honors hold you back.  Whatever is pleasing to the material mind obstructs your inner eye.”

Andrew: “Honors signify great knowledge.”

Son of Man: “Not knowledge of God.  To know God you must empty yourself, even of your own mind, memory, and thoughts.  You must become vacant to prepare for the new wine, otherwise a mixture of old and new will spoil the whole batch.”

Andrew: “In my view, such a man becomes incapacitated to achieve anything in this world.  Do you suggest we remain in the caves and caverns of Qumran and meditate all day, forgetting who and what we are, and leave the Holy Land to the depredations of the Romans?”

Son of Man:  “I suggest no such thing. Pressing actions happen whether you will it or not, for you are under a power you do not acknowledge or understand. Find out whose arm raises the battle ax, or whose veins exult in blood lust.  For the time being, do not attach to either of these actions or the expectation of future results, for you do not control either.  Give all control and honor to the higher power.”

Andrew:  “We do give all honor to the Holy One of Israel.”

Son of Man:  “These words are meaningless when no honor exists for my Kingdom.  Why focus on the outer enemy when the internal enemies remain as a shroud over the Kingdom within? First deal with the real enemies, than you will know what to do with the outer ones.”

Andrew: “Real enemies must be defeated with sword, shield, and buckler. I do not worry about the dream enemies you talk about.”

Son of Man: “The enemy within is stealthy, silent, and unseen.  It cannot be defeated with a sword, sling, or arrow.  It lives among the rocky places of the human heart and is the deadliest of enemies.”

Andrew: “Why should I worry when you tell me The God of your Kingdom will destroy these rocky places?”

Son of Man: “When anyone hears the word of the Kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in the heart.  You are like the one standing beside me on whom the seed has been sown but the seed has fallen on rocky places. You have heard the word, but you lack a firm root, so the word is only temporary, and when affliction or persecution arises, even from the Romans, immediately you fall away.” 4 

Andrew: “The Baptist and his Essenic warriors will not fall away from the coming righteous battle.”

Son of Man: “The Baptist will fulfill his destiny. You will fulfill yours. Neither one knows the outcome.”

Andrew:  “But you will accept honors from John the Baptist!  He is to give you the new wine from the sacred waters of the Aenon.”

Son of Man: “I neither accept nor decline anything except as my Father directs me. If I accept baptism from John, this is my Father’s will, and not directions from either him or the Teacher of Righteousness.”

Andrew: “The baptism will ensure your righteousness until the End of Days.  It is for that purpose we have been set apart by the Law as Holy People to prepare the remnant for the resurrection at the last day.”  

Son of Man:  “Does the new law insure purity or holiness for those set apart? Who makes a decision to divide a Kingdom except the King?   Do you or someone you know claim to be the King or know the King’s wishes?  I know the King, and he makes no such distinctions because His Kingdom is not divisible.  The Kingdom is infinite and knows no limitations or divisions.  If they exist, they exist within your imagination and nowhere else.”

Andrew:  “I am no King.  I am a humble Jew.  We humble and prostrate ourselves before the Lord our God and trust in his Word that he will restore the Holy Land.”

Son of Man:  “A humble man surrenders unconditionally to God.  He makes no distinction between holy and unholy, clean or unclean, but leaves all such distinctions to the Holy One.  Or are you ready to be the next Abraham, who argues with the Lord: “Far be it from you to do such a thing (such as you do)  -  to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike”. 5 
Andrew: “The Sodomites deserved punishment.  The Lord demonstrated his great mercy by assuring Abraham that if ten righteous men could be found, he would spare Sodom: ‘For the sake of ten men I will not destroy it.’” 6 

Son of Man:  “Nevertheless, Sodom was destroyed, along with the righteous and unrighteous, young and old, good and bad.   It will soon be Jerusalem’s turn.”
Andrew:  “God destroyed Sodom but He will never allow Rome’s desecration of Jerusalem.”

Son of Man:  “Before Jerusalem is destroyed, the Holy One will whistle for the Romans, just as he whistled for the Babylonians and the Assyrians.  As it is written ‘I am the Lord, and there is no other.  I am the one who creates the light and makes the darkness.  I am the one who sends good times and bad times.  I, the Lord, am the one who does these things and no other.’7  God will allow what he allows, even the destruction of your holy city.”

Andrew:  “The Essenes will uphold the Lord’s new scepter of righteousness, protect Holy Jerusalem, and establish the throne of David into Eternity.”

Son of Man:  “The Righteousness of the Essenes is no better than Sadducees, Pharisees, Nazarenes, Ossaeans or any other sect devoted to narrow minded thinking. They flatter themselves as a sacred society set apart for divine favor based on a superior knowledge of Scripture and future prophesy over unpredictable events.  They predict the downfall of the Romans and a glorious new chapter for the chosen people Judah.   But laws and scripture change nothing and world tragedy persists, even the fall of Jerusalem.”

Andrew:  “The Baptist raises His mighty winnowing fork as future punishment for those who would oppress the children of God.  This must be the purpose of your Baptism.  You will recruit Holy War warriors for future battle against the Roman and Herodian oppressors.  You will be one of the two true Messiahs to our people.”

Son of Man:  “I am not the Messiah as you define Me to be. My purpose is to do the will of Him who sent for Me.”

Andrew:  “We Know His Will is to restore God’s Covenant and free our land from Roman oppression.”

Son of Man: “You need not worry about God’s will for the appointed time will come.  Oppressive rule and domination by a small privileged minority has no lasting power and is a curse to them as well as others.  As it is written ‘no king is saved by the size of his army; no warrior escapes by his great strength; a horse is a vain hope for deliverance and despite all its great strength it cannot save.’8 Kings and High Priests are not to be envied; whoever loves power never has power enough, whoever has honors never has honors enough.  The hearts of Kings and Nobles will be intent on evil, they will speak lies to each other at the same table; but their machinations will not succeed for the end is still to come at the appointed time.”9 

Andrew:  “The Essenes are to set the appointed time in motion.  Other Jews are submissive in the face of evil oppression, or openly side with the Romans.  We will never bow down to evil.”

Son of Man:  “You can do nothing before the appointed time.  Only My Father sets time and place in motion for his Will to be accomplished, even for those who have no knowledge of him.  Is he ruler over just the Jews?  Or does he rule over both Jews and Romans?  What part of his Kingdom does he not rule?”

Andrew:  “God has given the Essenes special insight on what must be done when the end of times is at hand. It is His Law.”

Son of Man:  “Your prediction of time and place for end of times is meaningless.  Your leaders on the Essenic council lead you astray with such rosy predictions and expectations:  who is the victor? who is to be exalted?  Who is to be rewarded or punished?  The truth is My Father determines all such outcomes.  You are merely instruments in His hands for His mysterious Will.  As it is written: ‘I laugh at your silly dreams, as a person laughs at dreams in the morning. The Lord will despise their solid forms.’10 Worldly life for you is nothing more than a vanishing dreams that you mistake for solid form, and when you wake up you will see that I speak the truth.”  

Andrew: Wake up from what?
Son of Man:  “The dream that you are in control of your own destiny.   Your decisions are not your own and the real choices before you are limited and painful; even for the wisest ruler the results are always unpredictable and often unpleasant.  My Father is the true decision maker.   Surrender to this sole power and let results take care of themselves.”

Andrew:  “You may surrender but it is also true that God helps those who help themselves.  If we do nothing we deserve punishment from our enemies.”

Son of Man:  “Spiritual surrender does not prevent the cycle of human decisions and worldly actions from taking place.  Witness your own actions in a detached way and you will see this to be true.    In order to be truly submissive to God’s Will you must distance yourself from your own actions and decisions and verify they carry on despite your thinking mind.   You should submit to God and remain as a detached spectator who performs a necessary duty.”

Andrew:  “I must be motivated to take action to avoid disaster striking Holy Israel.  My decisions and actions are guided by the Holy One.”

Son of Man:  “Motivation and action spring from the same source.  Your decisions may or may not direct circumstances according to your preferences but is it best to leave all results to Him who is the Higher Power.  By maintaining such a detached attitude, you free yourself to address worldly issues in a more balanced and judicious manner.”
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11  The Foe
When I complained bitterly about the Romans or Herodians Jesus would shrug his shoulders, “Why fret over that which you have no control? The resistance will gather strength of its own accord but in the meantime Caesar will not leave us anytime soon. Give to Caesar what is due Caesar and leave the rest to God.”

“What !” I cried, “But we are the strength of the resistance!” 

The Son of Man replied,  “Your plans and actions will take place at the necessary time but you need not fret over which options or outcomes are best for you and the Essenes.  The Holy One knows how to take care of His creation, and that includes both you and the Romans.  Neither one of you are outside of his creation.”

Andrew:  “You also speak of the Sadducees and Pharisees as foes.  But the  Romans and Herodians are far more deadlier.  They are the true oppressors, not our fellow Judeans.”

Son of Man: “You make a distinction between good and bad Jews.  Are Herodians so much more evil than you because they consider themselves good Jews and you think otherwise?”

Andrew:  “Hellenized Jews are not pure.”

Son of Man:  “And what is their sin?”

Andrew:  “They mix with the Romans.  They join our oppressors.”

Son of Man:  “First free yourself of the inner oppression and let My Father deal with the outside oppression.”  

Andrew:  “But the oppression is too great to bear.  Herodian tax collectors show no mercy, widows are made homeless, farmers dispossessed of fields, children go hungry. And these tax collectors think themselves good Jews…..even Levi the tax collector!  And you treat him with such respect!  Such shame!”

Son of Man: “If the inner oppression is not treated first, the outer one flourishes no matter how great your commitment to a settling of accounts.  In fact your outer resistance will only strengthen the forces in opposition and result in greater harm, not less.  What is your plan to defeat the Romans?”

Andrew:  “We have our leaders.”

Son of Man:  “You place your faith in leaders?   Listen to Israel’s great prophet on the eve of battle:  ‘Your leaders guide these people but mislead them and those so misguided are led astray, therefore the Lord will take no pleasure in the young men, nor will he pity the fatherless and widows, for everyone is ungodly and wicked, every mouth speaks vileness’” 1 

Andrew: “You speak of the Babylonian invasion.”

Son of Man:  “That or the Assyrian invasion, no difference.”
Andrew: “Our enemies overcame us and we suffered grievous defeats but the Holy One will rescue His People at end times.”

Son of Man:  “The Lord’s will prevails in all things and under all circumstances.  Again, it is written ‘By the strength of My hand I have done this and by My wisdom, because I have understanding.  I removed the boundaries of nations, I plundered their treasures.  Does the ax raise itself above him who swings it? Or the saw boast against him who uses it?’ Even the strongest nations and warriors are mere instruments in his hand.” 2  

Andrew: “The Holy One gives us strength to defend His Chosen ones.”

Son of Man: “You will do what you deem necessary but My Father deals with both the chosen and unchosen with final and irrevocable judgment.     Do not presume to predict the coming battle’s outcome but only align inner priorities with the higher Truth that the destinies of all men and nations are in His hands, not ours. For any particular outcome so dearly desired becomes entirely uncertain, and in war the ultimate causes for victory or defeat cannot be known by the material mind.   If you humble yourself and think in this way, the options before you at moments of crises will not be so daunting or insurmountable.  A detached inner spirit allows momentous decisions to be taken with an untroubled heart.”
Andrew: “We would redouble our efforts if we have God’s blessings.”

Son of Man:  “And overshoot the mark?  Raw energy and anger cloud over judgment and result in belittling and underestimating the outer enemy.  As it is written, do not be excessively righteous nor overly wise, 3 and know in your heart that the race is not to the swift, the battle not to the warrior, nor wealth to the discerning, nor favor to men of ability; for time and chance overtake them all.” 4
Andrew:  “The unpredictability of our times require us to prepare for the worst, in times of both peace and war.”

Son of Man:  “When I speak of unpredictable and painful circumstances I am speaking in terms of your world, not mine.  For in your world you have perpetual cycles of war and peace, friend and foe, caused by an endless procession of those who would hate you, persecute you, and defeat you.  The iron cycle of victory and defeat is entirely assigned to your world.”

Andrew:  “You claim your world is perfect.”

Son of Man:  “Not perfect, but at peace.”

Andrew:  “But certainly you experience bad events in the same way we do!”

Son of Man:  “By being at peace, I see the truth of God’s battlefield, not the world’s battlefield.”  

Andrew:  “And what is God’s battlefield?”

Son of Man:  “A battlefield where the sound of battle is not heard, where no one is defeated, no warriors killed, no corpses litter the ground.   As it is written ‘1,000 may fall at your side, and 10,000 at your right hand; but it shall not approach you for you have made the Lord My refuge and your dwelling place.  No evil will befall you, nor will any plague touch you.’” 5  

Andrew:  “You quote scripture of a future heaven, not current reality.”

Son of Man:  “Because you take yourself as a separate body then the vision of 10,000 standing or falling bodies assumes an unreal vividness.   Your assumption of reality based on seemingly solid form known as Qulpoi is the same relative reality you assign to Me.”  

Andrew:  “You define Qulpoi as truncheons of light.” 6
Son of Man:  “They are nothing more than light, but due to your errant focus you assign them a hard, solid existence.  The root meaning of existence is to ‘stand out’ and the reasons Qulpoi stand out is the trail of sparks left behind as it carves glittering outlines in the night sky.  You mistake these glittering outlines for solid bodies with weight and substance.”  
Andrew:  “But if I am not a body what am I?”

Son of Man:  “Your true self is not the body or the concept of a body nor any associated name or form.  You miss the mark because your spirit mis-identifies with outer objects of the world, even your own body.   The world you create is filled with perceptions of separate solid bodies which glitter and delight, or menace and threaten.  All these appearances simply come and go and have no inner core substance; all arise from the dust and return to dust in a flashing moment.  I understand their imaginary nature when I send for them and otherwise take no notice.  As it is written “All flesh is grass, and all of its loveliness is like the flowers of the field.  The grass withers, the flower fades.  When the breath of the Lord blow upon it; surely the people are grass.  The grass withers, the flower fades, but My word stands 

forever.” 7 

Andrew:  “Your word or your Father’s Word?”

Son of Man:  “It is One Word, not two.”

Andrew:  “You claim to be one with the father?”

Son of Man:  “Father and Son are of same substance, just as you and I are of the same substance.  Or can be.”

Andrew:  “How can that be possible?  You claim one substance with God, but I am not one substance with you.”

Son of Man:  “Because of your ignorance you do not behold Me correctly, nor do you understand the simple truth of your own existence.  You know neither of us.  Yet in a little while you will behold Me in Spirit and in Truth, and in that day, you shall know that I am in my Father, and You in Me, and I in You.8 Only then will you know the both of us as we Truly Are.”
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12  Rejection of the Baptist

The Teacher said, “In the end, it matters little if we have the active support of Jesus or not.  The Baptist is now recruiting holy warriors for immediate action against our first target, the Herodian capital at Tiberius.”
Then he asked, “Did the Son of Man acknowledge the Baptist as a great prophet and holy warrior?”

I said to the Teacher  “Yes, he regards the Baptist as a great prophet, but not as a Messiah.  The first Teacher of Righteousness, your great predecessor, wrote of the coming of the two Messiahs and the deliverance of Israel from the Sons of Darkness.  Now the time has come for the Baptist to be promoted to first rank as Prophet to our people.”

The Teacher asked, “What does the Son of Man say about his role as a future Prophet or Messiah?”

I replied that Jesus had refused to assign himself a role within the community, or adhere to any of the Essenic rules, regulations, or restrictions:  “My father directs me to hold no relative or restrictive sectarian view or dogma,” he declared.

Son of Man also said, “In My world, no relative role or rankings exists for any sect or nation. The last shall be first and the first shall be last; the alpha is the omega and the omega is the alpha.  In your world the opposite prevails: the lowest name shall exalt itself but the Highest Name hung from a cross and be desecrated. ”

Andrew: “To honor a prophet is to honor God.”  

Son of Man: “He who exalts or ranks himself above others turns his own members and all others against themselves…even for those truly righteous, the world in turn breaks against them: ‘scorn has broken my heart, and has left me helpless; I looked for sympathy, but there was none, for comforters, but I found none.  They put gall in my food, and gave me vinegar for my thirst.’”1 

Andrew: “The suffering servant you describe in David’s song is not a prophet who exalts himself.  The Baptist does not exalt himself but humbles himself before God.”

Son of Man:  “The exaltation you speak of invites debasement.  The true suffering servant cares for neither exaltation nor debasement, but accepts what My Father sends before him and is content in any and all circumstances.  Worldly debasement is suffered by a suffering servant who thinks as a servant, but is not.  He is a servant of the world, not of God.   Separate suffering is never justified, whereas as all suffering is a blessing in My Father’s name, for His purposes are always a fulfillment of His Divine Will, whether we approve or not.  Suffer in His Name and know that suffering and blessings are merely the crests and valleys of His Single Will.”

Andrew:  “We pray for justification even in our sin and suffering: “Hear, O Lord, my righteous plea; ‘listen to my cry.  Give ear to my prayer – it does not rise from deceitful lips.  May my vindication come from you; may your eyes see what is right.’” 2  

Son of Man:  “Outward prayers and benedictions for preferred or expected outcomes have no inner resonance with Me.   Why do I require your intercession and pleas when I already know and have known what is to be done.  I am not ignorant of anyone’s distress.  So do not waste prayers in the Synagogue with your self righteous pleas before the Lord.”  

Andrew:  “We must continue to pray for His Blessings.  If we do not remind Him He will not bless us.”

Son of Man: “My Father never plays favorites with his blessings.  He sets the time for joy and celebration, as well as suffering and sickness, and these apply to all time and all humanity. As it is written ‘There is a time for all things, and he makes everything beautiful for its own time.3  He has planted eternity in the human heart, but even so we are ignorant of the whole scope 

of his plan for us.’” 4  

Andrew:  “When I think eternity I think Eternal Israel.”

Son of Man:  “Eternity in the human heart is My Eternal Kingdom.  Eternal blessings flow from this Kingdom, not from external concepts such as the ‘Holy Land’ or even ‘Eternal Israel’.  The eternity I speak of is the inner heart existence of the I AM within the Kingdom.  This is the only absolute blessing that has existed before the beginning of time.”

Andrew:  “The Teacher of Righteousness has presented us with a new Covenant that teaches us God’s Eternal plans for salvation:  ‘The Law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul.  The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple.  The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart.  The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes.’5 We are made stronger in the Laws through all eternity.”

Son of Man: “The laws do not treat all in equal manner.”   

Andrew:  “The laws should be applied in equal manner for those believers in Torah.”

Son of Man:  “They are not.  Even My Father is frustrated with man’s consistent inability to accept his Will: ‘Come now, let us reason together, says My Father.  Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool, why not be willing and obedient?’”6 

Andrew: “No doubt the backsliding Pharisees and Sadducees lead Israel to a path of destruction.  They are full of inner greed and wickedness and make a pretense of outer holiness.  They despoil the Sacred Temple and make obeisance to the Romans.  The Essenes are the true inheritors of the Kingdom of David, not them!”  

Son of Man:  “If you mention the 2nd Temple, you mean the Sadducees?”

Andrew:  “Them, or the Pharisees.  One sins in the Temple, the other sins in the Synagogue.”

Son of Man:  “And what of your sins?”

Andrew:  “The Essenes have been purified by God.”

Son of Man:  “I do not perceive how Essenes are any better than the priestly class of Pharisees and Sadducees.  Priests by their very nature regard their laws as set apart for the most privileged, the most pure, the most knowledgeable.  Above all else, the temple institutions require the power to maintain laws of enforcement and punishment, of imposing fines, fees, and penalties for lax behavior or non-conformity to the laws.  The love of power even extends to telling people what to do or how to do it even though they themselves do otherwise.  They practice the opposite of what they preach; they tie up heavy loads and put them on men’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move them.” 7   


Andrew:  “The Essenes have done away with the 2nd Temple and the priestly class, the ceremonies, the fasting, the sacrifices of bulls and rams….we usher in the New Heaven and New Earth with the saintly congregations, gathered together on the hills, the plains, and under the stars.  Here, and not Temples of stone, is the worship of the Lord God in spirit and truth.  Even for the sacred anointing, we have done away with stagnant waters of miqwaoth, or ritual pools, for immersion in the free and running waters of the Jordan.  The Baptists and his desert warriors, dressed in animal hair and tree bark, administer the Essene baptism rites, not some high priest wearing rich robes and vestments.”
Son of Man:  “Among men born of woman there is none greater than John the Baptist.”  

Andrew:  “So you do recognize him as a great Essenic prophet.  You say the Baptist is greater than you?”

Son of Man:  “The Baptist is greatest amongst those born of woman.  I have already told you of my true birth but you do not believe me.  When you see one not born of woman, fall on your face and worship.  That one is your True Father.”8 
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13  The Doer
Since Jesus had said the Baptist was the greatest prophet born of woman I had asked him “Than who is greater, you or the Baptist?” 

Jesus replied: “I am the light that is above them all.  The All come from Me, and the All reaches Me.  Cleave the wood, I AM there; lift up the stone, and you shall find Me there.”1 

If He considered himself created or discovered in all things, little wonder he dismissed his own body and physical birth.  He was no doubt speaking of Himself when He said  “When you see one not born of woman, fall on your face and worship.  That one is your True Father.”2 

So I said to Him: “Why should I worship you when you honor neither mother or father?”  

Son of Man:  “If you understand the source of I AM than you Accept My Father’s will in all things, for he accomplishes all purposes through Me.   For as it is written ‘I am the Lord and there is no other.  I form the light and create darkness, I bring prosperity or create disaster; I, the Lord, do all these things.  Woe to him who quarrels with his maker.’3   He creates and animates all living beings and is the ultimate Cause of Causes and the Doer of all things.  Consider His words carefully “I fulfill all purposes for you.’” 4 

Andrew:  “We are not mere puppets. We make difficult decisions and choices, but it doesn’t mean we don’t turn to Him for guidance and blessings.  But we must take action in this world.”  
Son of Man:  “You are not the doer nor can you fulfill any specific purpose you so desire.5   You believe you lead a life to suit your purposes and attain your goals, but I tell you His purposes are lived through you.  As it is plainly written God accomplishes all things.  You think like a child who attempts building toy castles and than looks up to his father and proudly says ‘See I have build this all by myself.’” 

Andrew:  “Even if we are all children of God, we still construct buildings, even great cities and temples, to demonstrate how we honor Him.”
Son of Man:  “You still consider yourself or your nation to be the cause of great accomplishments and achievements.   I still see you possessed of a sinful body with a false imagination capable of producing independent thought and action.  Who builds and molds these bodies you see before you?  You do not understand the words ‘the builder builds in vain unless the Lord builds this house.’6 

Andrew:  Do you speak of houses or bodies?

Son of Man:  No difference. The scripture refers to ‘building this house’ but another interpretation is ‘building this body.’  In reality, My Father builds both.”

Andrew: “Then I do not understand why, even if my body is not my own, I cannot build a simple house.”

Son of Man:  “Forget about the example of the house if it confuses you.  Did My Father not make both mind and body and all other physical attributes you take yourself to be?  Like a child who gazes at toy castles with proud independence you repeat endlessly ‘my’ toys and ‘my’ castles.”  

Andrew:  “I have no desire for either toys or castles.  But my body is real.”

Son of Man:  “Your body was never yours in the first place even when formless in the womb.  He makes it grow from embryo through all stages of life into the present form you designate as a body; or does the body have an intelligence all its own and says to you ‘see how I’ve grown myself?’  As it is written ‘He who planted the ear, does He not hear?  He who formed the eye, does He not see?7  God is the great doer and achiever in all things…ALL things…. not some things.”  

Andrew:  “We make up our own minds and have our own thoughts.”

Son of Man :  “You take your limited and feckless mind to be the cause of all doings but it is all imaginary, with no direct link between any specific thought or cloud of thoughts and the resulting action.  Thought and action are so interrelated and infinite that the entire universe must conspire for even the smallest thing to exist.  Try to remember a specific train of thoughts when one direct thought could be isolated and identified as the cause for any specific event or action.    My Father gives all men life, breath, and thought, and only He determines the times set for you and exact places where you should live and work.8 Again, it is God who determines, God who makes, God who achieves, not man.”

Andrew:  “So what is man’s purpose?”

Son of Man:  “To do his will.”

Andrew: “Prayer is the only method to discover his Will.”

Son of Man:  “It is one method.  But it is ineffective unless the concept of separate body and mind are destroyed from the root.  The source that pulls the root is the I AM.  Drop the concept ‘body’ from the ‘I AM’.  Drop the concept of the ‘mind’ from the ‘I AM””

Andrew: “What is left?”

Son of Man:  “The I AM is absolute, unconditional, and eternal. It is the only reality and all mental movement away from that point is unreal.  The statement ‘I am a body’ is relative, limited, and conditional.  It has a relative reality only, which is the same thing as saying it has no reality.”

Andrew:  “We have His Laws as handed down from the Holy One as a primary guide for determining the real from the unreal.  As it is written ‘He will give His angels charge concerning you, to guard you in all your ways.  They will bear you up in their hands, lest you strike your foot against a stone’”9 

Son of Man:  “Such prayers will avail you nothing.  The World has already conquered the Law.  Now it has conquered you.  The stain of your unbalanced thought is before Me.”10
Andrew:  “Have you been sent from God to free me from an unbalanced mind?”

Son of Man:   “Since I am not apart from the Father, the Father and Son are one, and so all Life is given to Me, even unto his only Son. 11 As the Father has sent Me into this world, so now you appear with your divided and unbalanced mind.” 12
Andrew:  “So my unbalanced mind appears and disappears at your command?”
Son of Man:  “No, it appears by my mere presence. No command is necessary.  As the sun rises of its own volition it provides living sustenance to all creatures. So My Light sustains you and all other living creatures. “ 

Andrew:  “Surely not for the wicked.”

Son of Man: “The Sun rises and shines for all. There is one fate for the righteous and for the wicked; for the good, for the clean, and for the unclean; for the man who offers a sacrifice and for the one who does not sacrifice.  As the good man is, so the sinner; as the swearer is, so is the one who is 

afraid to swear.” 13 

Andrew:  “The same scripture says we are all going to Sheol.” 14 

Son of Man:  “Where is the sin if a man detaches from all activity, planning, or desire?   If a man becomes truly impoverished, the Holy One fills the vacuum and accomplishes all purposes concerning him. He never forsakes the works of His Hands if a man simply surrenders and says ‘Father, I do not know why I’ve said and done the things that now clutter my life.’  Remove this clutter and let Him do the work.” 15 

Andrew: “The Holy One forgives our sins. He never forsakes His people Israel.”

Son of Man: “On what basis do you claim Holiness?”

Andrew: “We are His Works.”

Son of Man:  “Some of His Works you accept while others you reject.  The rejected part is your blind eye and stumbling block.”
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14   Hidden Treasure

Jesus called God His Father in Heaven.  I asked if Jesus had anointed himself a Son of God, and if he was a Son, how could he also be one of the two Messiahs?  If the two Messiahs from Aaron and Israel were also Sons of God, which one was greater?  I finally said, “You sound like a prophet, but many others have come before you.  Why should we believe you as a true Son of God?”

Son of Man: “It is true many have been sent before Me, even great seers and prophets.  Nevertheless, I AM before them.  But for you and them and for all  lead by the Spirit of God, those also are Sons of God.”1
Andrew: “I make no such claim to be a Son of God.”

Son of Man:  “You have no choice in the matter but as it is you are under self imposed exile.  The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are Children of God.2 These spirits are the true Sons and Daughters of God.”

Andrew: “And who is this spirit who bears witness?”

Son of Man: “He who hears My words, and believes in the One who sent me, has everlasting Life.  He has freedom and independence from sin and death, and passes into eternal life, even unto the end of days.”

Andrew: “If your words are true, how can you help us know His Will and His Purposes for us, the people of Israel?”

Son of Man:   “First, you must experience nothing as apart from my Father’s will.  Secondly, you must empty yourself of false assumptions that you possess independent substances such as body, name, and personality.  Since nothing is apart from My Father you must empty yourself of all these mental and conceptual distinctions in order to experience His Presence.”

Andrew:  “But we have already been through the necessary purification ceremonies and rituals. We certainly retain His laws, and most certainly the name of our God, the Name above Names.”

Son of Man:  “Many enticements and idols appear before you as a call to worship: The Golden Calves, the Mountaintops, the Temples, the Laws.  Do you not worship your very own body when you call it a ‘so and so’ or a ‘such and such’?   Yet a time is coming soon when you will worship My Father neither on the Mountain nor in Jerusalem.3 These are the kind of worshipers my Father seeks.  The Father is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and truth.”4 

Andrew:  “The time may have come for your true worship without symbol or ceremony, but not for me.  Why has not a time not come for me?”

Son of Man:  “Because you have not heard or digested My Word.  You are still blind because of your outer worship of body and mind.  As long as you give first place to these concepts, you are bound to limited imagination.”

Andrew:  “But my body is myself.”  

Son of Man:   “Now you say you have two selves:  yourself and your body.  Let me repeat to you the sinful mind and body are fragmented and unreal.”

Andrew:  “Fragmented in what way?”

Son of Man:  “The different parts of your body are at a distance from you and constantly at war with each other, producing waves of thoughts and physical reactions which collide, clash, confuse.” 

Andrew:  “There is no distance between me and my mind.”

Son of Man:  “Such a mind is not your own.  The mind has a disjointed focus of attention on the body and its desire for comfort and pleasure, but these thoughts turn against their owner at a moment’s whim; they conspire to topple you from your inner realization of truth.  They delight in telling lies about you.  They may be friendly to your face, but they curse you in their hearts.5 This disjointed mind is what divorces you from the inner truth.”

Andrew:  “How can I believe in your words?”

Son of Man:  “My Words are like seeds only.   As a farmer scatters his seeds in anticipation of a rich harvest, so I give you My Words.  Like the farmer, I am attempting to plant the seeds but your field is choked with thorns and thistles.6  The thorns and thistles represents the earthly curse of ignorance and pride.”

Andrew:  “What kind of pride?” 

Jesus:    “The spiritual pride of elders, priests, scholars, burdened with emblems of rank and other trapping that besmirch the inner worlds.  Like them, you are ignorant of your inner spirit and rely entirely on the senses of sight, touch, and feeling to feed the mind its addiction for greater sensation, greater fulfillment, greater expansion.  In seeing you call forth, in touching you investigate, always in search of more amusement and gratification...but what is the result in a knowing or understanding all these randomly selected outer objects?”    

Andrew:  “Knowledge is a noble pursuit and helps all mankind.  How else to help the needy, the hungry, the dispossessed?  Why remain a holy hermit in a remote cave when all the Holy Land cries out for help?”

Son of Man:  “How can you help the world when you remain mired in it?   First accept My Words and know the world for what it is:  a theater of showy objects and accomplishments that glitter, beguile, and deceive.  The deception turns to sharp fangs that shred, tear, and destroy.   Know when misfortune and suffering come your way, even to your very doorstep, the real world becomes unmasked and you see the mind for its true nature.”

Andrew: “My mind is my true nature.”

Son of Man: “It is not your true nature when you regard yourself as a mere body; or worse yet as something inside the body…a ‘you’ that is nothing more than a possessive pronoun to prove you ‘own’ a body or that you ‘own’ a mind inside a body.  Your memory uses these possessive words in a repetitive manner to prove the objective and external existence of your body.      Nothing that can be observed outside of yourself can possibly be you.”

Andrew:  “You say the body is an outside object?”

Son of Man:  “If you conceive of spirit as contained within the confines of a body, what do you see?  Can you see inside your body?”  

Andrew: “I don’t know what my inside looks like. I cannot turn my eyes inside out and look at your Kingdom.”

Son of Man:  “Because the Kingdom has no beginning and no ending I assure you that it ever present in all places and at all times.  It is larger than the largest Sun and brighter than the brightest solar system, yet you are blind to it.   You are like a toad under a rock retreating from the noonday sun and complaining about the darkness.  As it is written “Darkness comes across them at high noon.”7 

Andrew:  “If the inner Kingdom is so large, why is it so mysterious?”

Son of Man:   “You searched in vain because your outer focus has been wrong.  The Kingdom is within.  It is so close and intimate you continually overlook it.”

Andrew:  “How do I search for this Kingdom?”

Son of Man:   “Turn inwards and search with diligence. Keep on asking, and you will be given what you ask for.  Keep on looking, and you will find.  Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened.  For everyone who asks, receives and everyone who seeks, find.  The door is opened to everyone who knocks.” 8  

Andrew:  “What will I find if the door unexpectedly opens?”
Son of Man: “You will find The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure discovered hidden in a field.  The field is your body, untended and unkept.  The treasure is your secret inner self that you have never fully examined or explored.   In your excitement at finding the treasure, you hide it again and sell everything you own to get enough money to buy the entire field…and get the treasure too!”9  

Andrew:  “Both the field and the treasure?”

Son of Man:  “Both. The inner search must begin now, but what you previously took to be arbitrary divisions of inner and outer selves will fade and eventually vanish:  field and treasure become One.  At that time you will remain in Me and I will remain in You:  You will truthfully declare ‘glory be to God; heaven and earth are full of his glory; they are one!’” 10 

Andrew:  “I cannot see that now.”

Son of Man:  “Because your outer focus is misdirected.   The I AM corrects this error and grafts you to the True Vine.  Listen to My words in such a way that you digest my flesh and drink my blood…for my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. 11   All other meat and drink are imaginary and unreal and cannot be digested.  Just as the living Father sent Me I have sent for you. If I live because of My Father, so the one who feeds on Me will live because of Me.”

Andrew:  “How often should I feed on your words?”

Son of Man:  “Keep My words before you day and night, more tightly bound than the phylacteries on forehead or forearm.  They will do all the work.  You need do nothing else to await the coming of The Kingdom. What shall we say the Kingdom is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it?  It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest seed you plant in the ground.  Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds of the air can perch in its shade.” 12 
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15   The I AM (Part 2)

Jesus compared the I AM to the Heaven within.  Yet, no matter how hard the prayer and meditation, I could not sense this inner paradise.  It had little resemblance to the physical location or characters contained in the Garden of Eden as described in God’s original creation.

Andrew: “I have no feeling for your words ‘I AM.’”

Son of man: “I can assure you the I AM is here with us even as we speak; that ‘I’ is in ‘you’…..You in Me… together in the I AM.1  If you accept and believe these words, You and your separated mind no longer live, but the I AM lives within you.”2 

Andrew:  “ If your world is so perfect, and I am in You and You in me, why are not all equally blessed?”

Son of Man: “It is according to their belief.  A farmer’s crop is not always of equal measure from season to season, or year to year.  But why despair?  Even the taste of one extra grain from the bushel is all that is required…if only one grain of God’s favor is awarded, why garner the harvest of the entire field?  The rest is simply greed.”

Andrew:  “But I desire his full blessings, not partial ones.”

Son of Man:  “Do not be greedy for His Favors.   Leave the greedy mind alone.  It is enough that you surrender to his Divine Will and He will insure all your needs are met.”

Andrew: “Teach me to surrender.”

Son of Man:  “You must be reborn to the Holy Spirit.”

Andrew: “Very well, I am ready Lord.  Teach me.”

Son of Man:  “First you must see Me apart from this body that stands before you.   You cannot discover the depths of Me nor can you discover the limits of Me for I am high as the heavens and deeper than the depths of sheol…there is no earthly measure of time or place that can hold Me.1 This is the nature of the Holy Spirit and the I AM.”

Andrew:  “You say The Holy Spirit is the I AM.  How can we share in this wealth?”

Son of Man:  “End your self imposed exile to see that your share already exists.  Look carefully within and you will see that Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are one.   Apart from Us, there are no others.” 2 

Andrew:  “How do you speak of you and I as one spirit?  How can there not be others apart from us?”
Son of Man:  “You must believe that I am in the Father and the Father in Me.  When you truly believe, the world and all others will disappear and you shall know beyond doubt that I am in My Father, as You are in Me, and

I in you.3 Wherever you look, whether ahead, behind, or above, the 
Holy Trinity is there and no other.”  
Andrew:  “If I become your very own what about the others?”

Son of Man:  “You become mine when you make the two into one, the inner like the outer and the outer like the inner, and the upper like the lower. 4 When you make an eye in place of eyes, a hand in place of hands, a foot in place of feet, image in place of images, than you enter My Kingdom.”

Andrew:  “And what becomes of the others in this world?”

Son of Man: “You will have died to the principles of the world and you no longer live, but the I AM lives within you.5  You see others in this manner also.  Indeed, the others becomes your very self.”

Andrew:  “Please Help strengthen my weak belief with practice.”

Son of Man:  “Practice is important but not necessary.  Surrender is necessary.”

Andrew:  “I am willing to surrender now.”

Son of Man:  “I will give you words of power to erode and eventually destroy the world’s bondage over you.   The use of words, both consciously thought and spoken, are the keys to correct practice.  The way forward is to use the words ‘I AM’ is such a way as to deny the power of the world’s possessive concepts of ‘me, mine, and myself’.   Deny the reality of owning or controlling outer objects by affirming ‘I am not this’ or ‘I am not that.’   This should not be too hard.  After all, where lies the concept of personal control except in the false mind of Adam.” 

Andrew:  “But my body and the world are still before me.  I am in this world.”

Son of Man: “ You rely on a definition of yourself and the world based on the wrong ‘me’ and the wrong ‘I’.   Adam’s wrong ‘I’ - the me, the mine, the myself  -  is bonded to the experience of defining outer objects as separate and distant from you.  The world and its endless multiplications have come to you and say they exist…the wrong ‘I’ says it exists.  You have projected your own unreality of private fears and desires onto exterior objects having no solid existence.  Dispense with it now and surrender personality to His single Will.”

Andrew: “This is a fearful step.”

Son of Man:  “How can it be fearful when My Words release you from fear?   The fearful world of ‘me’ and ‘mine’ will be destroyed once and for all, never to appear again….once you have crossed over to the ‘I AM’.”  

Andrew:  “Without worldly experience what will happen to my current life?”

Son of Man: “Whoever clings to this life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for My sake will save it.6  Clinging to this life is a cycle of perpetual departure and arrival.  Abandon all movement and cling to Me for your final arrival.”

Andrew:  “If all is accomplished why remain in the world?”

Son of Man:  “Even though you are no longer of the world, you still remain in this world and you will continue to use worldly terms such as me, mine, and myself.  But these words will ring hollow to you and you will not believe in them.  No others, except for you, need be the wiser.”

Andrew:  “I need to use possessive words in order to make myself understood to the world.”

Son of Man:  “You will find it necessary to use possessive words of worldly men, but know in your heart of hearts to counter with the thoughts “not me….not mine….not my will”

Andrew:  “How do I affirm and deny at the same time?”

Son of Man:  “The True Mind knows the way but the worldly mind has no true understanding.  The worldly mind is based on contradiction itself: contradiction built on contrivance and ignorance.  A man wants peace, but prepares for war, a man seeks approval but insults his neighbor, a man embraces approval but is awarded with rejection; his eye is never satisfied with seeing nor the ear with hearing.7  Such ignorant men are cut off and uprooted from the land.”8 
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16  Baptism of Fire
Andrew:  “You have accepted the baptism from John.  Now I have heard the words ‘Look the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world.’1 Truly you are the Son of God.”

Son of Man:  “My Father reveals the truth to those who are graced with the divine spirit.  If they are led by such a Spirit, they join me as Sons of God.” 2 

Andrew:  “I have spoken with the Baptist.  He releases me to be your disciple. I am ready to be baptized into Your Fire of the Holy Spirit.”

Son of Man:   “Have I not already said you have arrived at your final destination?  I have sent for you, and you have accepted the Word. With the understanding comes a share in the mission.”
Andrew:  “What mission?”

Son of Man:  “John’s baptism was to disintegrate the I AM and initiate the descent of the Spirit into the flesh for the purpose of renewal of this world.  That is why of men born of woman, he is the greatest.”

Andrew:  “Why descend?”

Andrew:  “My Father directs the I AM to become flesh once again, in order to dwell among you. Now I pray to Lord God, “Oh Righteous Father, although the world has not known You, yet I have known You and now those You have sent to Me now know You.  I AM now in them, they are in Me, and You in the midst of us to form a more perfect Unity.”3 

Andrew: “The Baptist tells his disciples that you are the one from heaven and speaks with heavenly voice.  Since the Baptist is born of woman and still earthly,4 why not remain in the Heavenly realms and let John be the agent of the new resurrection?”

Son of Man:  “It is not His Will to entrust this to the Baptist, for as great as he is, his testimony is still human.5  My testimony is weightier than that of John.  For the very work that the Father has given me to finish, and that which I am doing, testifies that the Father has sent me.  The World has not heard His voice nor seen His form, nor have they seen the I AM dwell in the world, as you have, for you have heard and delighted in My words.  When my mission is accomplished, I will go away.  It will be for your own good that I go where you cannot go.  I will send The Great Counselor to remain with you while in this world.” 6 

Andrew:  “If John is human and unfit for the task, allow me Lord. Did you not say I could share in your mission?  Send me and spare yourself!”

Son of Man:  “Your time is not yet come.  After my mission is completed and I return to the Father you shall complete My work; works that shall even exceed Mine.”7 

Andrew:  “My works are meaningless apart from You.”  

 Son of Man:  “Once the I AM descends from the Kingdom true meaning will be given to the world.  And the meaning is this:  God so loved the world that he sent his one and only Son, so that whoever believes in him shall not perish but shall have eternal life.8 What I have done for you I must now do for the world.”

Andrew:  “How is it possible to transmit this meaning to the world?”

Son of Man:  “I AM the bread of God which descends from heaven and gives life to the world.9   If anyone eats of this bread he shall live forever; and the bread I give for the life of the world is my own flesh.”10 

Andrew:  “How shall I transmit this message?”

Son of Man:  “The one who descended from heaven must do the work because my Father has sent me for this very purpose, and the cup I drink will be shared by none of my disciples.  But after my body is broken and my blood spilled, My Father shall put his Words in your mouth and your purpose shall be made clear.”

Andrew:  “I am ready to follow you Lord.”
Son of Man:  “You do not follow me.  For now, I follow you.”

Andrew:  “You follow me?”

Son of Man: “Into this world. And I do not know how you endure the form, the body, the shape necessary to endure in this hissing cauldron.”
Andrew:  “Endure what in this cauldron?”

Son of Man: “Endure the anguish of separate mind and memory. I feel immense lethargy, remorse, an inner despair that knows no healing.  Like roaring lions, the world opens its mouth wide against me.  I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint.  My heart has turned to wax; it has melted away within me.  My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; I have been laid in the dust of death.”11
Andrew:  “But this cannot be true!”

Son of Man:  “Believe it to be so.”

Andrew:  “Can this world crucify the Son of God?”

Son of Man:  “Sin and Death are the true princes over this domain, but my mission is to overthrow the dark majesties and restore the true Kingdom.  The I AM you shall see sitting at the right hand of power, and coming with the clouds of Heaven.”12
Andrew:  “When shall we see the Kingdom of Heaven?”

Son of Man:  “Soon.  It is much closer than you think.”  

Andrew: “But exactly when?”

Son of Man:  “The world shall know the Kingdom when the wolf lives with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them.”13  

Andrew:  “Who is the child?”

Son of Man:  “You.”
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